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PASTORALA LA PRAZNICUL NASTERII DOMNULUI 2021

1+ NICOLAE

din mila lui Dumnezeu
Arhiepiscop al Arhiepiscopiei Ortodoxe Roméne a Statelor Unite ale Americii

Mitropolit al Mitropoliei Ortodoxe Roméane a celor dous Americi
lubitulur cler si dreptsiavitorilor crestini,

har, pace si bucurie de la Hristos

Preacucernici Parinti, Iubiti Credinciosi,

Praznicul Nasterii Domnului este prilej de vestire a pogorarii
lui Dumnezeu printre oameni pentru a-i aduce la intelegerea
rostului lor si al universului. Bucuria acestei vestiri este exprimati
prin colindele noastre, prin cantirile sfintelor slujbe, prin indemnul
de a ne opri din zbuciumul lumii si a reflecta la sensurile trimiterii
Fiului lui Dumnezeu pe pamint pentru noi §i pentru a noastrd
mantuire.

Troparul Nagterii Domnului ne vorbeste despre Lumina
adusa de Fiul lui Dumnezeu prin Intrupare:

Nagsterea Ta, Hristoase Dumnezeul nostru,

Rasdrit-a lumii Lumina cunostingei,

Clci intru dansa cei ce slujeau stelelor,

De la stea s-au invdtat sa se inchine Tie, Soarelui dreptatii,

Si sa Te cunoascd pe Tine, Rasaritul cel de sus,

Doamne, slava Tie!

In ziua intai a Creatiei a zis Dumnezeu ,,84 fie lumind”. §i a fost
lumind. §i a vazut Dumnezeu ci este buni lumina, si a desparlzt
Dumnezeu lumina de intuneric (Facere 1, 3-4). Dumnezeu a sadit
lumina in lumea ce o crease, lumina insemnand ordine, rinduiali a
lucrurilor dupi planul Creatorului si sansa omului de a 1ntelege
aceastd ordine. ,ﬁ)umnezeu a ficut pe om si a voit si rimdnd in
nestriciciune, ne spune Sf. Atanasie cel Mare. Dar oamenii
nesocotind aceasta si intorcandu-se de la cunoasterea Lui si
gandind si niiscocind riutatea pe seama lor.... au cizut sub osanda
mortii... si s-au ficut striciciosi, 1potr1v1t cu ceea ce au gandit, si
moartea a pus stipdnire pe ei”.% Marele pirinte alexandrin ne
descoperd mai apoi faptul ci indepirtarea omului de Dumnezeu i-a
adus golirea de existentd, pierderea sansei de a dobéandi
nestriciciunea si de a ajunge la aseminarea cu Dumnezeu Cel ce este.

Dar Dumnezeu nu l-a lisat pe om intru intunericul
necunostintei, ci Cuvéntul Insusi se pogoari - Cuvantul adici

rototipul omului - si ia trupul nostru ,nu in chip simplu, ci din
}l;ecioari neprihidnitd si neintinatd si nestiutoare de barbat... Cici
fiind puternic si ficitor al tuturor, isi pregiteste El insusi in
Fecioara trupul ca templu si Si-1 face propriu, ca pe un organ,
ficindu-se cunoscut si locuind in el... Si fiind prin trupul
aseminitor unit cu toti, Fiul nestricicios al lui Dumnezeu i-a
imbricat_in mod cuvenit pe toti cu nestriciciune prin figiduinta
Invierii.”2

Sf. Atanasie completeaza explicatia despre necesitatea
Intrupirii Cuvantului pentru ridicarea omului din striciciune cu cea
pr1v1nd redobéandirea cunostintei Creatorului: ,ce folos ar avea cei
creati, daca nu ar cunoaste pe Facatorul lor? Sau cum ar fi
ratlonah necunoscind pe ‘Cuvantul (Ratiunea) Tatalui, in Care
s-au si fﬁcut? Cici nu s-ar deosebi deloc de cele nerationale, daci
nu ar cunoaste nimic mai mult decét cele din jurul pamantulm Si
de ce i-ar mai fi ficut Dumnezeu pe acestia, daci n-ar fi voit si fie
cunoscut de ei? Dumnezeu fiind bun ii face partasi de chipul
Domnului nostru lisus Hristos si-i zideste dupa Chlpulp
asemanarea Lui, ca, printr-un astfel de har, cunoscand ch1pu1
adici pe Cuvantul FlPatalm si poati si dobandeasci prin El
intelegerea Tatidlui si cunoscand e Ficitorul sa traiasca viata
multumiti si cu adevirat fericiti.”

Nagterea Domnului capiti inteles adanc prin cuvintele Sf.

Note

omnul, iar de la noi arhiereasca binecuvantare.

Nasterea Ta, Hristoase Dumnezeul nostru,
Rasarit-a lumii Lumina cunostingei... (Troparul praznicului)

Atanasie si ne descoperd in mod minunat dragostea lui Dumnezeu
Tatil, Creatorul, care ne doreste restabiliti in cunoasterea tainelor
Sale dumnezeiesti prin Intruparea Fiului dupi chipul ciruia am fost
creati. Aceastd restaurare a omului se dovedeste prin Lumina
cunostingei de care omul se impirtiseste din nou prin Nagterea lui
Hristos din Fecioara Maria. lar aceastd lumina este darul cu care
Creatorul il impodobeste din nou pe omul aflat pani la Hristos
lipsit de intelegere. Din aceastd lumini a intelegerii izvoriste viata
maultumitd si fericitd.

Despre aceastd bucurie si multumire ne incredinteaza si Sf.
Leon cel Mare: ,Nu se cuvine si fie loc pentru tristete acolo unde
se nagte Viata. Aceasti Viati distruge temerea de moarte si ne
pnle]uleste bucurie pentru vesnicia care ne-a fost fagaduita.
Nimeni nu este oprit a fi partas al acestei veselii... 4 se veseleasca
sfantul, pentru ci este aproape de biruintd. Si se bucure picitosul,
pentru ci i se oferd iertare. gi prinda curaj piganul, pentru ci este

2

chemat la viata!
Tubiti credinciosi,

Privind cu luare aminte la lumea noastri pitrunsi de suferinti,
fricd si multd neintelegere o gisim aseminitoare celei de acum 2000
de ani ¢ind s-a nascut Mantuitorul. Minunea din Betleem a adus
sperantd acelei lumi, in sensul ci omul isi poate redobandi chipul
luminat de slava lui Dumnezeu, ci poate redobandi intelegerea
sensurilor lumii si afla calea mantuirii, cea citre Dumnezeu. Si
pentru noi si pentru lumea noastri s-a niscut Hristos
Mantuitorul 31 ne-a adus lumina cunostingei. Fiecare crestin isi va
afla proprule raspunsuri la intrebirile sale si va face alegerile
intelepte pentru sine si pentru familie prin primirea cu bucurie a
vestirii mantuirii in Hristos, Cel ce a zis: ,Eu sunt lumina lumii; cel
ce Imi urmeazi Mie nu va umbla in intuneric, ci va avea /umina
vietii.” (Ioan 8, 12). Mai mult decit oricand intelegem acum, in
tlmpurl de i incercare, ca avem nevoie de aceastd lumind a metu
Cici daci lumea nu o cautd si nu doreste si giiseasca rispunsuri la
intrebirile acute ale vremurilor noastre fwéform acestei cautari,
crestinii o pot primi si pot deveni Zuminati®, adici intelegitori,
cunoscitori ai mersului lumii, dupd exemplul magilor de la Risirit.
Acestia au invitat de la stea sd se inchine Tie, Soarelui dreptdtii, §i sd
Te cunoasca pe Tme, Rasaritul cel de sus. Nasterea Domnulul, ne
spune Troparul, are sensul adanc al cunoasteru lui Dumnezeu
care se descopera fipturii Sale si al separarii cresunulul de lumea
intunericului necunoasterii lui ‘Dumnezeu!

Cu aceste 1ntelesur1 il rog pe Cel niscut in iesle si vi
didruiasci sanatate si spor in credintd, bucuria vestirii Nasterii
Domnului ca izvor de fumlna si lntelegere pentru Vlata noastra'
Vi imbritisez friteste in Hristos Domnul sivi urez Sarbitori fericite
si La mu/,tz Ani!

Al vostru frate intru ru

+ Mitropolit NICO

Aciune citre Dumnezeu,

Chicago, Praznicul Nasterii Domnului, 2021

' St. Atanasie cel Mare, Tratat despre fntruparea Cuvintului, PSB 15, Bucuresti, 1987, p. 93.

? Ibidem, p. 99, 101.
> Ibidem, p. 103-104.

* Sf. Leon cel Mare, Predici la Nagterea 5i Aritarea Domnului 5i la perioada Penticostarului, Editura Reintregirea, Alba Iulia, 2016, p. 11.
* Cf. Liturghia Darurilor mai inainte sfinite: ,(Cati sunteti pentru luminare, apropiati-vi! Rugati-vi cei pentru luminare Domnului!”
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'The Nativity Sermon of St. John Chrysostom’

ehold a new and wondrous mystery. My ears resound to the
Shepherd’s song, piping no soft melody, but chanting full forth
a heavenly hymn. The Angels sing. The Archangels blend their
voice in harmony. The Cherubim hymn their joyful praise. The
Seraphim exalt His glory. All join to praise this holy feast,
beholding the Godhead here on earth, and man in heaven. He
Who is above, now for our redemption dwells here below; and
he that was lowly is by divine mercy raised.

Bethlehem this day resembles heaven; hearing from the
stars the singing of angelic voices; and in place of the sun,
enfolds within itself on every side, the Sun of justice. And ask
not how: for where God wills, the order of nature yields. For
He willed; He had the power; He descended; He redeemed; all
things yielded in obedience to God. This day He Who is, is
Born; and He Who is, becomes what He was not. For when
He was God, He became man; yet not departing from the
Godhead that is His. Nor yet by any loss of divinity became He
man, nor through increase became He God from man; but
being the Word He became flesh, His nature, because of
impassability, remaining unchanged.

And so the kings have come, and they have seen the
heavenly King that has come upon the earth, not bringing with
Him Angels, nor Archangels, nor Thrones, nor Dominations,
nor Powers, nor Principalities, but, treading a new and solitary
path, He has come forth from a spotless womb.

Since this heavenly birth cannot be described, neither
does His coming amongst us in these days permit of too
curious scrutiny. Though I know that a Virgin this day gave
birth, and I believe that God was begotten before all time, yet
the manner of this generation I have learned to venerate in
silence and I accept that this is not to be probed too curiously
with wordy speech.

For with God we look not for the order of nature, but rest
our faith in the power of Him who works. What shall T say to
you; what shall I tell you? I behold a Mother who has brought
forth; I see a Child come to this light by birth. The manner of
His conception I cannot comprehend.

Nature here rested, while the Will of God labored. O
ineffable grace! The Only Begotten, Who is before all ages,
Who cannot be touched or be perceived, Who is simple,
without body, has now put on my body, that is visible and
liable to corruption. For what reason? That coming amongst us
he may teach us, and teaching, lead us by the hand to the
things that men cannot see. For since men believe that the eyes
are more trustworthy than the ears, they doubt of that which
they do not see, and so He has deigned to show Himself in
bodily presence, that He may remove all doubt.

Christ, finding the holy body and soul of the Virgin,
builds for Himself a living temple, and as He had willed,
formed there a man from the Virgin; and, putting Him on, this
day came forth; unashamed of the lowliness of our nature.

For it was to Him no lowering to put on what He
Himself had made. Let that handiwork be forever glorified,
which became the cloak of its own Creator. For as in the first
creation of flesh, man could not be made before the clay had
come into His hand, so neither could this corruptible body be
glorified, until it had first become the garment of its Maker.

What shall I say! And how shall I describe this Birth to
you? For this wonder fills me with astonishment. The Ancient
of days has become an infant. He Who sits upon the sublime
and heavenly Throne, now lies in a manger. And He Who
cannot be touched, Who is simple, without complexity, and

incorporeal, now lies subject to the hands of men. He Who has
broken the bonds of sinners, is now bound by an infants bands.
But He has decreed that ignominy shall become honor, infamy
be clothed with glory, and total humiliation the measure of His
Goodness.

For this He assumed my body, that I may become capable
of His Word; taking my flesh, He gives me His spirit; and so
He bestowing and I receiving, He prepares for me the treasure
of Life. He takes my flesh, to sanctify me; He gives me His
Spirit that He may save me.

Come, then, let us observe the Feast. Truly wondrous is
the whole chronicle of the Nativity. For this day the ancient
slavery is ended, the devil confounded, the demons take to
flight, the power of death is broken, paradise is unlocked, the
curse is taken away, sin is removed from us, error driven out,
truth has been brought back, the speech of kindliness diffused,
and spreads on every side, a heavenly way of life has been in
planted on the earth, angels communicate with men without
fear, and men now hold speech with angels.

Why is this? Because God is now on earth, and man in
heaven; on every side all things commingle. He became Flesh.
He did not become God. He was God. Wherefore He became
flesh, so that He Whom heaven did not contain, a manger
would this day receive. He was placed in a manger, so that He,
by whom all things are nourished, may receive an infants food
from His Virgin Mother. So, the Father of all ages, as an infant
at the breast, nestles in the virginal arms, that the Magi may
more easily see Him. Since this day the Magi too have come,
and made a beginning of withstanding tyranny; and the
heavens give glory, as the Lord is revealed by a star.

To Him, then, Who out of confusion has wrought a clear
path, to Christ, to the Father, and to the Holy Spirit, we offer

all praise, now and forever. Amen.

* Road to Emaus, A Journal of Orthodox Faith band Culture, vol. VI, No. 4, 2005, p. 61.



The Seal not the Mark

'The previous article A4 Series of Sevens highlighted St.
John’s use of sevens, to signify fullness, completion,
perfection, and to emphasize essential themes. We quickly
sketched the seven letters to the Churches of Asia Minor
and the plagues of the seven Seals.

'This article will cover chapters 7 through 13, including
the sealing of God’s servants, the plague of the Seven
Trumpets, the two witnesses, the woman, the child, the
Dragon and the mark of the beast. This is an enormous
amount to comment on and we will not be able to go into
great detail on every topic, but rather give context and
pinpoint particularly crucial and/or controversial portions of
the text. You will get much more from this article if you
read these chapters of Revelation first or concomitantly.
May the Lord help us!

In the Book of Revelation, evil manéeysz
righteousness. Chapter 7 begins with an angel from the
East sent to seal all of the faithful to protect them from
destruction. The twelve tribes are sealed (7:4-8). This verb
seal [oppayilw] overflows with meaning. It indicates:
authentication of something, authority over and possession
of it, even livestock; the zau (A) seal/sign on the door lintels
that protected the Israclites at the Passover in Egypt; the
seal/sign that protected the Jews from the death angel in
Ezekiel (9:3-6); Chrismation and the seal of the gift of the
Holy Spirit;# the Father’s Name (14:1)3; and hiding a
mystery to be revealed later in time. The infamous mark
[rapayua] of the beast is simply a pale and weak effort to
mimic this seal. It is unfortunate that not more is made of
this Divine Seal which, through the number of those that
were sealed, 144,000,5 denotes the totality of the saved.
This seal is effective, protects and leads one into the
Kingdom of God, to His very throne; whereas the mark
leads one into the kingdom of man, deception, pain,
suffering, longing to die and perdition. We should seek the
authentic seal with our whole soul, and then we won’t be
paranoid, troubled or deceived by its cheap imitation of
worldly acceptance, commerce and ease.

The next part of chapter 7 lists the tribes, much like in
Leviticus, yet with subtle and important differences. The
tribe of Judah is listed first, which completely breaks with
tradition. This is because Christ is from Judah and now it
has taken the preeminent position over the traditionally
first tribe of Ruben. Also the tribe of Levi, the priestly tribe,
is included for the first time since initially its inheritance
was the Tabernacle or the Temple and therefore was not
listed. 'This demonstrates the OT priesthood’s fulfillment in
Christ and His Church. Lastly, the tribe of Dan is not
included because the Antichrist will come from this tribe.

This great sealed multitude has made it through the
tribulation; its members have washed their robes white in
the blood of the lamb (baptism and/or martyrdom), and
they worship God. They will no longer hunger or thirst and
their every tear will be wiped away. Let it be so with us,
amen!

Chapter 8 starts with the opening of the Seventh Seal,
which is also the first of the Trumpet Plagues. There is an
ominous silence in heaven for a half an hour after the seal is
opened. This indicated many things: (1) the seriousness of
what was to come, (2) the Temple Liturgies always began
with trumpet blasts, (3) Josephus notes that the censing of

the Temple took a half an hour, (4) The Silence is a
foretaste of the rest after Christ's Second Coming. The
Seventh Seal depicts both the end of time and a more
detailed image of the plagues, using the Trumpet Plagues as

its motif.

Christ Himself is another ange/7 invs. 3, and fire from
His censer (the prayers of the saints) gets hurled upon the
earth in the form of the Trumpet Plagues. This is not so
much punishment, but justice for those oppressed by the
increase of evil. Here we see the partial, incomplete
destruction symbolized by one-third of the earth, sea, fresh
water and heavens in the most somber tones — hail mingled
with blood, the sea turning to blood and many more
horrific scenes.® The destruction is partial because God is
allowing the earth time to repent, but it doesn’t.

Moving hurriedly, 9:1 introduces the fifth Trumpet
Plague through a star falling from heaven — the Devil.
Christ bound the Devil, but towards the end of the age he
will be released on the earth to a certain extent and his
devils with him. Out of the smoke of the Abyss, the evil one
releases terrifying and strange locusts™” that can only
torment those that haven’t been sealed by God. Much
speculation has been made about these bizarre creatures.
Some sa¥ they could refer to tanks, helicopters or
airplanes. 1 'They have the shape of horses, scorpion tails,
faces like men, lion’s teeth and wings that sound like
chariots! It is much safer to not speculate. What we know
is that these locusts are somehow supernaturally destructive
and this plague affects mankind directly, not the earth.

One of St. John’s specific prophecies which at least
now has potential to be fulfilled is a grand battle scene with
color-coded armies of 200 million horsemen (9:13-20). At
the time of its writing such an army would have been utterly
inconceivable, especially considering that Alexander the
Great conquered nearly all the civilized world with an army
of 100,000.12 Such numbers could be fulfilled in the
modern armies of India and China. Even though one-third
of mankind is killed from these plagues, they still wouldn’t
repent of their murder, sorcery,"> sexual immorality and

theft.

Chapter 10 is an interlude between the sixth and
seventh Trumpet Plagues. It is a pause from all the
calamities and provides relief to the reader. An angel comes
down Whose face was like that of the sun, and a rainbow
was on His head — this is Christ. He has one foot on the
sea, the other on the land, showing authority over all the
earth.

There is a small book or scroll that that is given to St.
John to eat, much like in Ezekiel 2:8. The book is sweet to
the taste because God’s revelation is wonderful, but it is
bitter to the stomach because of God’s judgment.14 He
absorbs the book through consuming it, but must seal up
the vision. Some things are not useful for us to know, such
as the hour of our death and when the world will end.

A second vision takes place during this intermission.
Again like in Ezekiel (40), St. John has a vision of an angel
with a measuring rod to measure the Temple of God. This
measurement is symbolic of God’s protection, which is why
the Court_of the Gentiles (the unfaithful) is not
measured.*> The evil powers will trod on the world for 42
months, three and a half years, reminiscent of Daniel’s

The Faith Magazine 5
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‘time, two times and a half a time’ (Dan 7:25). This three
and a half years is interpreted as: the shortness of time the
mysteries of the New Testament would be served until
Christ’s return; a literal time of the Antichrist’s persecution

of the Church.10

St. John sees two olive trees that correspond to
Zechariah’s (4:1-3) two olive trees: Zerubbabel the King
and Joshua, the priest who restored worship after the
Babylonian captivity. It takes two witnesses to establish the
truth, and these are traditionally believed to be Enoch and
Elijah—since they never died bodily they will come back to
preach and to be martyrs for Christ. Three and a half days
after being killed they will rise again publically and will be
taken up to heaven. They will assist many Jews to return to

their faith.

Then the Seventh Trumpet sounds and 24 elders
worship God, and the Temple of God in heaven is opened
with thundering, earthquakes and hail! This parallels the
events at Jericho when the Jews circled the city seven times
blowing their trumpets, bearing the Ark of the Covenant —
only after the seventh time did the walls come down.

After this we are introduced to a Woman clothed with
the sun and with the moon at her feet. She is the Church
and later we will see that the whore of Babylon is her cheap
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imitation. As the Church she gives birth to Christ in
us! Because she suffers labor pains we know it is the
Church primarily, and secondarily the Holy Mother.
“Continuously the Church gives birth to Christ through
those who_are baptized, as if He is being fashioned in
them...”*! The Dragon tries to consume this Child
but cannot. He spews out water like a flood after the
woman to drown her. This is the host of evil men that
try to destroy the Church. Christ is preserved, but
also Christ in the Church is preserved in the desert.
This recalls Israel’s deliverance from Egypt through
crossing the Red Sea.

Two beasts arise in chapter 13, one from the
land and one from the sea; the Antichrist and the
False Prophet. The Antichrist is worldly power and
the False Prophet is false religion — two separate
persons working together to establish a one world
government and religion.

'The beasts are depicted similarly to Daniel’s four
beasts (see Dan 7). They are given authority to wage
war on the saints. This is a spiritual battle and we
won't succeed if we fight back with physical weapons.
“Here is the patience and the faith of the saints
(13:9).” St. Sophrony told us to pray for the patience
and faith of the saints.

One beast had two horns, one like a lamb’s and
the other like a dragon’s, meaning he spoke gently
but only for deception and destruction. There is also
a false miracle. A mortal wound is healed by the false
prophet in imitation of raising one from the dead.
Through sorcery and false miracles he deceives people
into worshiping the other Beast, the Antichrist. He
grants breath to the image of the beast so that it can
speak... perhaps the radio, TV or the internet? It’s
hard not to speculate a little when reading
Revelation. Those that don’t worship the beast or
follow its party line will be killed.

Verses 16-18 of this chapter are perhaps the
most widely known verses of Revelation. They
present a global, totalitarian regime of financial
f oppression if you do not bow down to The Beast,
-] much like Nebuchadnezzar’s Statue. At the end of

SR e world, what began in Rome when it forced

Christians to offer incense to the Roman Emperor or
be killed, will come to full force. There will be no economic
activity that doesn’t belong to the kingdom of Antichrist by
using his mark (not seal) of 666.19"No one without the
mark will be able to buy or sell. There has been too much
confusion about this number and its meaning. Many err in
thinkin& it is merely symbolic and there will be no such
mark.2Y But there is more to it.

Early Fathers saw the names Nero Caesar, Teitan and
Lateinos in the number since technically their names do
add up to 666. The Greek 666 is I which is made up of
the letters 4 the initials for Christ's name IC divided by
the & which means 7oz or mathematically the sign. So the
Antichrist is NOT Christ. The term anti avri means
instead of or in place of. In fact, in an intriguing article by
Rod Dreher,21 he claims that the Antichrist will try to
appear better than Christ. So he will be more forgiving (like
with certain alternative lifestyles), more merciful — like
perhaps with universal income and appear more tolerant —
as to him perhaps all religions are acceptable, as long as he
too is worshipped.

It is often overlooked that we find this number in the
Old Testament. After Solomon starts to have many wives
and fall away, he begins in earnest to build the Temple,



collecting 666 talents of gold. One of the universal
prophecies of the Church Fathers on the end times is that
the installation of the Antichrist as a globalist lamb
“unifying” the world will come shortly after the Third
Jewish Temple“# is built, where he will reign for three and
a half years. So, the number of his name, 666, is connected
to a taxation for building the temple.

Saint John wrote these things for our edification,
salvation and peace. Let us strive to be sealed by the grace
of the Holy Spirit and give birth to Christ in our hearts,

then we will not be troubled or deceived by the wiles and
evils of this world!

Fr. John Downie,

St. Michael’s Romanian Orthodox Church,
Southbridge, MA

Notes

1 Blessed Augustine called the Antichrist Christ’s monkey in
that he imitates Chri®t and God.

2 Chrismation can be further understood as right faith and
ri8ht praxis.

3 This is very significant because in the OT only the High
Priest wore the name of Yahweh on his forehead, most likely in the
form of the tetragrammaton and then only while serving in the
Temple.

4 See Reveltions 14:1

512 tribes x 12 apostles/new tribes x 1000 = another number
meaning completion and fullness.

6 See St Hyppolytus on the Antichrist — and many oth®r
Fathers.

7 According to the Western Fathers. According to St
Andrew Christ is the altar at which Another Angel w?s serving.

8 Father Raphael Noica in one of his conferences shared that
the Star Wormwood falls into the fresh water and makes one third
of all the fresh water bitter in the book of Revelations. He
explained that the translation into the Ukrainian language of
Wormwood is Chernobyl — which he hinted may be a specific
reference radiation Poisoning.

9 st Arethas, Is. 14:12> Lk. 10:18

10 An interesting side note is that Revelations mentions this
plague will last 5 months — the exact lifecycle of locusts Reardon,
Revelations a Liturgical Prophecy, see correspondi™® chapter.

11 Iy the 17th C, the Athonite monastery of Dionysiou
depicted the locusts coming up out of smoking wells, and the
smoke pattern is very similar to the infamous mushroom cloud of
ato™lc bombs.

12 Reardon, See ch. 9.

13 In Greek the word is pharmakeia @oppaketo,
etymologically where we get the word pha™™acy from.

14 Sweet at first like sin, but bitter in consequence and/or
knowledge of the future is sweet but bitter out of sympathy for
those who will suffer. Ecclesiastes 1:18, “He who increases in

Knowledge increases in pain,” St Siluan, “the greater the love, the
greater the pain.”

15 According to different interpretation it is not measured
because of the huge number of gentiles that would come into the
true temple, the Church.

16 The 314 years also corresponds to how long it didn’t rain
because of Elijah’s prayer and how long the temple was desecrated
by Antiochus Epiphanes IV as well as the approximate time of
Jerusalem’s siege and fall to the Romans.

17 Saint Andrew of Ceasarea, Commentary on the
Apocalyp®®, pg. 140

18 The Holy Fathers differ somewhat in the details as
whether it is the beast from the sea that is the false prophet or the
Antichrist, and vice versa, but they agree that whichever one is
which, this is what they Tepresent.

19 Many of the early manuscripts actually have the number
616 showing we shouldn’t be too literal about the actual number or
name itself but the meaning behind the number and the person
behind the name.

20 The phylacteries of the Jews contained portions of the
torah and were worn on the forehead (right belief - orthodoxy) and
the right hand (right action -orthopraxy). This number represents
thinking and doing all for the earthly king and carthly kingdom.

21 mps:/ /www.theamericanconservative.com/dreher/the-
age-of-antichrist/

22 “The Saviour raised up and showed His holy flesh like a
temple, and he [the Antichrist] will raise a temple of stone in
Jerusalem,” St Hyppolytus, Treatise on Antichrist; “But when this
Antichrist shall have devastated all things in this world, he will
reign for three years and six months, and sit in the temple at
Jerusalem; and then the Lord will come from heaven in the clouds,
in the glory of the Father, sending this man and those who follow
him into the lake of fire;” St Ireneaus of Lyons, Advers Heresies,
Chapter 30; there are many others as well.
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New decisions of the Holy Synod of the
Romanian Orthodox Church

The Holy Synod of the Romanian Orthodox Church
met on Thursday, December 16, 2021, for a working
session at the “Patriarch Teoctist” Great Hall of the Palace
of the Patriarchate under the chairmanship of His
Beatitude Patriarch Daniel.

The Holy Synod elected by secret ballot His Grace
Assistant Bishop Nestor of Hunedoara as new Bishop of
Deva and Hunedoara, in place of Bishop Gurie Georgiu of
blessed memory, who reposed in October 2021.

The enthronement of His Grace Bishop Nestor of
Deva and Hunedoara took place on December 26, 2021.

At the same meeting, the following decisions were also
taken:

% The year 2023 was declared Solemn Year of the pastoral
care of the elderly and Commemorative Year of
hymnographers and church chanters (psaltes) in the
Romanian Patriarchate;

< The Holy Hierarch Diadochos, Bishop of Photiki, was
included in the calendar of the Romanian Orthodox
Church, with his feast day on March 29. The liturgical

texts of the synaxarion, the service and the akathist, as

well as his icon, were also approved;
K2

% The liturgical texts of the service and supplicatory canon
of Saint Simeon the New Theologian (March 12) were
approved;

% The text of the akathist to St. Justin the Martyr and the

Philosopher (June 1) was approved;

K2

% The Holy Synod approved the request of the National
Agency Against Human Trafficking regarding the
publication of a leaflet for the prevention of human
trafficking and its distribution throughout the parishes
of the Romanian Orthodox Church.

The Holy Synod of the Romanian Orthodox Church
appreciates the social-philanthropic activity of dioceses,
parishes, monasteries and social centres.

Press Office of the Romanian Patriarchate

His Grace Nestor as new Bishop of Deva and
Hunedoara

The Holy Synod of the Romanian Orthodox Church
during its working session on Thursday elected by secret
ballot His Grace Assistant Bishop Nestor Dinculeana as
new Bishop of Deva and Hunedoara, succeeding Bishop
Gurie Georgiu of blessed memory, who reposed in
October.

Since February, His Grace Nestor has been the
Assistant Bishop to the Diocese of Deva and Hunedoara.

Archimandrite Gherontie Ciupe, the diocesan
administrative vicar of the Diocese of Deva and Hunedoara,
also ran for the same dignity. Bishop Nestor received 38
votes out of the 46 cast.

The enthronement ceremony has taken place on
December 26, 2021.

Biography

Bishop Nestor of Deva and Hunedoara is the second
youngest hierarch of the Romanian Orthodox Church, after
Assistant Bishop Benedict of Bistrita of the Cluyj
Archdiocese.

He was born on June 11, 1983, in Craiova, and studied
theology in his home city. He has a PhD in the History and
Philosophy of Religions from the Faculty of Orthodox
Theology in Alba Iulia.

He was ordained to the diaconate in 2007 and
tonsured a monk in 2009. In 2011 he was ordained a
hieromonk and protosyncellus, and in 2014 he was elevated
to the rank of archimandrite.
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Between 2018 and 2021, he was administrative vicar of
the Diocese of Deva and Hunedoara. He was elected
assistant bishop earlier this year.



Christ’s Nativity — The Descent of the
Heavenly Kingdom

Every winter, Christmas comes with its “wonder.”
People adore seeing their lives flooded with Santas,
presents, Christmas trees, decorations, and some of them
even with the Sweet Baby Jesus. However, one may ask
whether the first Christians perceived the Nativity and the
newborn baby the same way. The earliest testimonies of the
Christian community, the Gospels, seem to focus on other
aspects. They depict the Nativity as the descent of the
heavenly Kingdom on earth.

The Vision of Isaiah and the Report of the Nativity in the
Gospel of Luke

The Gospel of Luke describes Christ’s Nativity
through some theophanic categories, as a divine
manifestation on earth.* The account clearly echoes one of
the cardinal theophanies of the Bible, the vision granted to
the prophet Isaiah. A priest at the Temple in Jerusalem,
Isaiah had the rare privilege to contemplate the heavenly
liturgy. The revelation unfolds in the following way:

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord
(Adonai [MT], Kyrios [LXX]) sitting on a throne, high and
lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphs were
in attendance above him; each had six wings: with fwo they
covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and
with two t/yey ) flew. 3 And one called to another and said- ‘Holy,
holy, holy is the Lord of hosts (Yahweh Sabaoth [MT], Kyrios
Sabaoth [LXX]); the wbole earth is_full of his glory (kabod
[MT], doxa [LXX]). >4 Tpe pivots on the thresholds shook at the
voices of those who called, and the house filled with smoke. 5 And
1 said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and
1 live among a people of zmc[mn lips; yet my eyes have seen the
King, the LORD of hosts!”0 Then one of the seraphs flew to me,
holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair
of tongs. * The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “‘Now
that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your
sin is blotted out.”

This theophanic account, which is the first and a
fundamental text for what we know about the heavenly
liturgy, includes its essential elements: the Lord of Hosts (in
Hebrew, Yahweh Sabaoth) sitting on the celestial throne, the
glory that flows throughout the Temple, and the seraphim
surrounding the throne. The creatures placed closest to the
divine throne, the seraphim incessantly praise, serve, and
magnify God.

The central notion of “glory” is ambiguous in all
languages. On the one hand, it may denote human social
“honor,” “magnificence,” or “glory,” from where we also
have the expression “vainglory.” On the other hand, as in
Isaial’s text, it may refer to the divine or heavenly light, the
uncreated splendor surrounding the throne of God
contemplated by the patriarchs and the prophets. Whereas
the original term in the Hebrew Bible was kabod, the
Septuagint and the New Testament used the word doxa,
and its classic English rendering is that of “glory.”

The Kingdom of Heaven Descended on Earth

Examining St. Luke’s account of the Nativity, one may
rediscover the same elements of the Isaianic vision—the

Lord of Hosts surrounded by glory and the heavenly hosts

serving Him. Remarkably, the narrative of the Nativity as
such is very brief, including only two verses. Nevertheless,
what follows immediately is an extensive description of the
descent of the angelic hosts who glorify God with similar
hymns to those Isaiah heard in heaven. Yet, the visionaries
in this instance are some humble shepherds of Bethlehem.
'The first celestial creature who comes and speak to them is
the Angel of the Lord (dggelos Kyriou, Lk 2:10), the
character who visited Abraham and interrupted the sacrifice
of his son (Gen 22:11). A character with the same name
appeared to Moses in the burning bush on Mount Horeb
(Exod 3:2), another one stood in front of Balaam and scared
his donkey (Num 22:22-27), David contemplated another
one in the sky with a sword drawn to destroy Jerusalem
(1Chr 21:16), and another one manifested to Joshua the
High Priest with a message from the Lord of Hosts (in
Hebrew, Yahweh Sabaoth, 3:6-7).

This time, in the Gospel of Luke, the Angel of the
Lord specifies that the Lord Sabaoth is the Infant Christ.
We have to remind that the term “Lord” renders the Greek
Kyrios, which is the regular word through which the
Septuagint and the Hellenistic Hebrews used to translate
the Hebrew Biblical divine name Yabweh or Adonai,
exclusively predicated about God:

W/ﬂlz they were there, the time came for her to deliver her
child. 7 And she gave birth to her ﬁm‘born son and wrapped him
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place far them in the inn.S In that region there were shepherds
/z'vmg in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
nngf Then an angel of the Lord (aggelos Kyriou) stood before
them, and the glory of the Lord (doxa Kyriou) shone around
them, and they were terrified. 10 By the angel said to them, “Do
not be afraid; for see—[ am brmgmg you good news of great joy
Jfor all the people 14 you is born this day in the city of David
a Savior ( Soter), who is the Messiah (Hristos), the Lord
(Kyrlos) 2 This will be a sign_for you: you will ﬁnd a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 3 And
suddenly there was with the a Igel a multitude of the heavenly
host, praising God and saying,*™ “Glory to God in the highest

heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!

'The text describes the event of the Nativity through the
main theophanic categories the Bible employs to qualify
divine realities. The glory of the Lord, the divine light, now
descends to earth, and the shepherds become new
visionaries like the ancient prophets Isaiah, Ezekiel, and
Daniel. Angels are equally present with their hosts, and the
shepherds contemplate their armies and listen to their
celestial hymns in the last part of the theophany.

All heavenly realities—the glory and the angels—
gravitate around the divine Infant whose presence explains
their descent, for they came to earth to serve and glorify
Him. The beginning and the end of the theophany make a
direct reference to the Infant. Furthermore, at the end, the
angel calls him “Savior,” “Christ,” and “Lord.” In
conclusion, the evangelist portrays the scene of the Nativity
through the central theophanic words and elements of the
Old Testament and interprets and fashions the account
through the prism of theophanic categories. In a word, St.
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of the early Christian ecclesia and the whole world, is
that the Lord Sabaoth was born in a manger, and He
descended on earth with his divine glory and the angelic
liturgy of heavens.

Isaiah and the Nativity Elements of the Gospel of
Matthew

St. Luke is not the only evangelist to make recourse to
Isaiah. St. Matthew equally envisions the events of the
Nativity from the perspective of Isaianic prophecies. In his
turn, the evangelist identifies Christ with Emmanuel, an
enigmatic Infant born to a Virgin in one of Isaiah’s visions:
“All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the
Lord through the prophet: ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive
and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which
means, ‘God is with us.”

Similarly, Matthew makes use of the same image of
the divine light present on earth to point to the moment in
which Christ begins His predication, and compares it with
the coming into the world of the light that Isaiah
prophesied.’ The idea of divine light descended to earth is
also intimately linked with Christ’s Incarnation in the
Gospel of St. John the Theologian. We may first remind his
testimony that Christ, “the true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world” (Jn 1:9). Second, a
few lines further, the evangelist describes the Incarnation
through the language of descended divine glory while
stating that “the Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory (doxa), the glory as of a Father’s
only Son, full of grace and truth” (Jn 1:14).

This perspective of the Incarnation as a descent of the
divine glory is congruent with another central biblical
episode regarding Christ’s luminous divine identity, namely
his transfiguration. Under this perspective, the same Gospel
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Notes

1 For further literature on Christ’s Nativity, see Raymond E.
Brown, Tbe Birth of the Messiah: A Commentary on the Infancy
Narratives in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke (G. Chapman,
1977); Mark Coleridge, 7he Birth of the Lukan Narrative: Narrative
as Christology in Luke 1-2 (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press,
1993); Mari-Emile Boismard, L 'évangile de l'enfance (Luc 1-2) selon
le proto-Luc (Paris: Gabalda, 1997); Chang-Wook Jung, 7Zhe
Original Language of the Lukan Infancy Narative (London: T&T
Clark, 2004); Peter Stuhlmacher, Die Geburt des Immanuel: die
Weihnachtsgeschichtenaus dem Lukas- und Matthiusevangelium
(Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2005); Geza Vermes, Zhe
Nativity (London: Penguin Books, 2006); Jeremy Corley (ed.),
New Perspectives on the Nativity (London, T&T Clark, 2009).

2 Tsa. 6:1-7. All biblical references are from 7he New Revised
Standard Version. For the Hebrew Masoretic Text, see K. Elliger

of Luke narrates the episode and definitely describes Christ
as the descended divine glory: “And while he was praying, the
appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling
white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking
to him. They appeared in glory (doxa) and were speaking of his
departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.” We
may conclude that, in general, early Christians frequently
and consistently conceived of Christ as the divine light or

glory descended on earth.

Conclusion

The account of Nativity is not only a story about the
Messiah who came to us as a poor baby in Bethlehem. It is
also a theophanic narrative which, similarly with the
theophanies of the Transfiguration or of Christ’s baptism in
the Jordan, attempts to disclose the divine and luminous
identity of the newborn baby. While the poor baby account
leads us to the psychology of the event and attempts to stir
up reader’s compassion, St. Luke raises our minds to the
divine identity of the child. He forces our minds to think of
God’s condition, of His luminous nature distinct from
everything we know, and of the miraculous and paradoxical
way this divine Christ assumed our human condition of
humility. Our modern times frequently cover Christian
realities with a commercial sweetness that obscures their
divine authenticity and the sublime nature of their message.
Yet, St. Luke’s Nativity narrative unveils to us that the baby
born in Bethlehem is the Lord of the Angelic Hosts coming
to His lost creation to save it from the shadow of death.

Fr. Dragos Giulea PhD

and W. Rudolph (ed.), Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia (Stuttgart:
Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 1984); for the Greek critical edition,
see Joseph Ziegler (ed.), Septuaginta. Band 14: Isaias (Gottingen:
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1983).

3 Luke 2:6-13. For the New Testament critical edition, see
Eberhard and Erwin Nesle and Barbara and Kurt Aland (ed.),
Novum Testamentum Graece et Latine (Stuttgart: Deutsche
Bibelgesellschaft, 1993).

4 See Matt. 1:22-23, referring to Isa. 6:14.

5 See Matt. 4:13-16 (“P[e left Nazareth and made his home in
Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14,
that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
15 7 und of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—10 the people who sat in darkness have
seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of
death light has dawned.”), referring to Isa. 9:1-2.

6 Tk 9:29-31.



Intrarea Maicii Domnului in Biserica

ostul Nasterii Domnului este o
perioada care ne este datd pentru a
ne pregati inimile sd devina salasul
in care se va naste pruncul lisus si in
care sarbatoarea ,Intrarii Maicii
Domnului in Bisericd”, sau
HSarbatoarea luminii”, cum a mai
fost numitd in popor, vine ca o
pregustare, ca o Iinainte-vestire a
salasluirii intru noi a Soarelui
dreptatii. Si asa cum aparitia
Luceafarului vesteste apropiatul rasdrit al Soarelui, tot asa
Intrarea Maicii Domnului in Templu vesteste Intruparea lui
Hristos. De aceea, incepand de la aceastd sarbatoare, in
Biserici auzim cantandu-se ,,Hristos Se naste!”

inainte de a descoperi citeva dintre roadele
duhovnicesti ale acestei sarbatori, pentru a ne desfita cu
ele, trebuie sa facem unele precizari de natura istorica
pentru a intelege pe deplin aceasti siarbdtoare. Si mai
intii sa spunem cate ceva despre Templu.

Acesta a fost construit exact dupd porunca lui
Dumnezeu, fiind cladit asemenea urcusului duhovnicesc, in
trei trepte, corespunzitoare celor trei etape descrise de
Parintii filocalici ca fiind curdtirea, iluminarea si
desavarsirea. Dupd acelasi model sunt construite si
Bisericile noastre. Astfel, in afara Templului era jertfelnicul
curdtirii, unde se aduceau arderile de tot. Intrarea in Templu
se facea prin intermediul a 15 trepte corespunzdtoare celor
15 Psalmi (de la 119 la 133) denumiti pentru aceasta
Psalmii treptelor. Cel ce dorea sa ajunga in Templu, trebuia
sa se opreasca pe fiecare treapta si sa rosteasca Psalmul
corespunzator pentru curdtire. Apoi urma Sfdnta, unde
preotii aduceau tamaieri si era ingaduit si poporului sa intre
pentru a-si aduce jertfele. Dincolo de Catapeteasmd era
Sfanta Sfintelor, locul cel mai sfant al Templului, unde se
gaseau cele mai pretioase si mai importante obiecte ale
poporului lui Israel, obiecte care dadeau marturie despre
prezenta nemijlocita a lui Dumnezeu in mijlocul poporului,
dand marturie si de Impacarea lui Dumnezeu cu oamenii.
Astfel, aici se gasea norul Slavei dumnezeiesti, chivotul
Legii in care erau tablele legii, toiagul lui Aaron care
odraslise si nastrapa de aur in care se pastra mana cu care a
fost hranit poporul in pustie. De asemenea aici se gaseau
heruvimii ce strajuiau chivotul Legii, focul sacru din
inaltime, uleiul ungerii si sortii Urim-Tumim.

Nu vom intra in mai multe amanunte, vom mai spune
doar ca Templul in care a fost adusa Maica Domnului nu era
cel initial construit de Solomon, care fusese dardmat in anul
586 1.d.Hr., ci cel construit ulterior, dupa robia babilonica,
aprox. in anul 515 1.d.Hr. de cétre Zorobabel si care a fost
mai tarziu restaurat si marit de regele Irod. Felul in care a
inceput constructia acestui al doilea Templu este vrednica
de o atentie sporitd din partea noastra, deoarece de aici
putem trage mult folos duhovnicesc.

Intorsi acasd din robie, israclitii incepuserd si-gi
construiascd — dupa cum era si firesc — alte case si, desi
Templul lui Dumnezeu era in ruind, nimeni nu lua seama la

acesta. De aceea, a fost cuvantul lui Dumnezeu catre
poporul Sau prin Proorocul Agheu astfel:

Asa zice Domnul Savaot:
Poporul acesta graieste: «N-a
venit inca vremea ca sa zidim
templu Domnuluiy. Atunci a fost
cuvantul ~ Domnului  catre
proorocul Agheu, zicand: Este
oare, timpul, ca voi sa locuiti in
casele voastre cu peretii lucrati in
tablii, cand templul acesta este in
ruina? Si acum, iatd ce zice
Domnul Savaot: «Fiti cu bagare
de seamd la caile voastre! Voi ati
semanat mult, dar ati cules putin;
ati mdncat, dar nu v-afi saturat;
ati, baut, dar nu v-afi imbatat, v-
ati imbracat cu vesminte, dar nu
v-au tinut de cald §i afi strans
simbria voastra ca sa o punefi
intr-o  punga spartay. Asa
graieste Domnul: «Fiti cu bagare
de seamd la caile voastre! Suiti-va
in munte si aduceti lemne ca sa
claditi iarasi templul in care voi
binevoi si Ma voi preaslaviy, zice
Domnul (Agheu 1, 2-8).

Desigur, primul inteles al acestui cuvant ar fi acela ca
Dumnezeu trebuie pus intotdeauna pe primul loc, mai
presus de orice ceea ce ne inconjoard. Cu toate acestea,
acest cuvant poate fi inteles si din punctul de vedere al vietii
noastre lduntrice. Faptul ca Dumnezeu insistd de doud ori
zicand ,,Fiti cu bagare de seama la caile voastre” aratd
cuvantul ca tintind de fapt viata lduntrica, calea mantuirii.
Nu vrea Domnul ca noi sa ne ingrijim mai mult de cele
exterioare, cu atdt mai mult dacd aceastd grija duce la
neglijarea interiorului nostru, asa cum a spus El insusi: ,,Vai
voud, cdrturarilor si fariseilor fatarnici! Ca voi curatiti
partea din afard a paharului si a blidului, iar induntru sunt
pline de rapire si de lacomie. Fariseule orb! Curata intai
partea dinduntru a paharului si a blidului, ca sa fie curata si
cea din afard!” (Matei 23, 25-26) il vom auzi mai tarziu pe
Sf. Ap. Pavel explicandu-ne de ce este atdt de important sa
acordam atat de multa atentie interiorului nostru: ,,Sau nu
stiti ca trupul vostru este templu al Duhului Sfant care este
in voi, pe care-L aveti de la Dumnezeu si ca voi nu sunteti
ai vostri?” (I Corinteni 6, 19).

Referitor la templul din vremea lui Zorobabel,
proorocia lui Agheu a aratat faptul ca slava acestui templu
va cunoaste perioada sa de apogeu: ,,«Slava acestui templu
de pe urma va fi mai mare decat a celui dintdi», zice
Domnul Savaot, «si in locul acesta voi salaslui paceay, zice
Domnul Savaot” (Agheu 2, 9). Analogia pe care o aflam aici
trimite la viata duhovniceasca prin comparatia pe care se
face intre templul lui Solomon si cel al lui Zorobabel.
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Precum sufletul este mai presus decat trupul, tot astfel si
templul Iui Zorobabel il va depasi in slava pe cel al lui
Solomon. Prin urmare 1n acest Templu a fost adusa prunca
Maria.

Obiceiul era atunci ca toti oamenii sa aduca jertfa de
curatire pentru a primi binecuvantare de la Dumnezeu, lucru
pe care s-au straduit sa-1 facd si dreptii loachim si Ana,
oameni de vazd in popor, descendenti din neam
impiritesc (Ioachim) si preotesc (Ana). Insa jertfa lor nu a
fost primita de catre preotii Templului, pentru ca, ziceau ei,
nu adusesera samanta in Israel, adica nu aveau urmasi.
Mare ocara a fost atunci peste ei, cici cei care nu aveau
copii erau considerati blestemati de citre Dumnezeu. Erau
albiti de zile, fara deci a mai avea nadejde ca vor putea sa
mai zamisleasca acum. S-au rugat insd lui Dumnezeu,

avand ca temei al nadejdii lor pe Avraam si pe femeia
lui, Sara, care primiserd rod la batranete. Si si-au
nsotit rugaciunea cu fagaduinta de a afierosi pruncul
ce se va naste, fie baiat sau fatd, lui Dumnezeu.

Si rugdciunea le-a fost ascultata, si-a fost
cuvantul Domnului catre ei, lui Ioachim mai intai,
care a auzit: ,,Vei primi un copil care va fi o slava
nu numai pentru tine, ci pentru lumea-ntreagi!”,
apoi catre Ana, care a auzit acestea: ,,Dumnezeu a
auzit rugiciunea ta si vei naste pe vestitoarea
bucuriei si vei pune numele ei Maria, cici prin ea
se va face mintuirea intregii lumi!”

Si au nascut la adanci batraneti, atunci cand
firea si-a stins In ea pornirile sangelui, cum spune
dumnezeiescul Maxim Marturisitorul, cand ,,firea si-
a apropiat limpezimea dintru inceput”. Si-au pus
numele ei Maria, care inseamna Lumindtoarea!

La 3 ani prunca Maria a fost gatita sa fie adusa
la Templu, pentru a-I sluji Domnului, asa cum
fagaduisera sfintii ei parinti. inconjurata de un alai
de fecioare, rudenii de-ale sale, avand toate faclii
aprinse in maini, ea a pornit in aceasta calatorie plina
de luming, de la Nazaret la lerusalim, cale de trei
zile, implinind cuvantul Proorocului David care zice:
JAduce-se-vor Imparatului fecioare in urma ei,
prietenele ei se vor aduce tie” (Ps. XLIV, 16).
Ajunsd aici, ea a luat-o Tnaintea tuturor, desi frageda
cu varsta, si a urcat singura cele 15 trepte, ducandu-
se singura la arhiereul Zaharia, care a intdmpinat-o si
a dus-o chiar in cele mai dinduntru, in Sfanta
Sfintelor. Acolo se spune ca a trdit pana la varsta de
12 ani.

Acestea au fost aspectele istorice legate de
aceasta sarbatoare, aspecte care i-au facut pe unii
biblisti si/sau istorici sd se indoiasca si si conteste
adevarul direct, istoric al intrarii Maicii
Domnului in Templu, si anume in Sfinta
Sfintelor. Si spun acest lucru nu de dragul polemicii,
sau ca sia iscodim cu mintea toate acestea, ci
dimpotriva, pentru a nu cadea in aceastd ispitd a
ratiunii peste masura, ratiune care iata se face
deschizatoare a necredintei. Si aduc acesti slujitori ai
ratiunii reci doud argumente ca sd arate cd Maica
Domnului nu a intrat in Sfanta Sfintelor. in primul
rand ca acest episod este relatat nu intr-o carte
canonica, ci intr-o carte apocrifa, numitd Evanghelia
lui lacov, sau Protoevanghelia, si ca atare nu este
demna de luat in considerare. Al doilea argument
tine strict de istoria vechi-testamentara, unde Legea
veche interzicea cu strasnicie oricarui om sa intre in
Sfanta Sfintelor, ceea ce, zic ei, nu putea fi Incalcat
de catre nimeni. Aceleasi greseli pe care le-au facut
protestantii si ateii. Primii n-au tinut cont de Sf. Traditie, de
invatatura transmisa pe cale orald de Sf. Parinti, bazandu-se
doar pe Sf. Scriptura, iar ceilalti au pus mai presus decat
Pronia divind ratiunea si argumentele istorice. Daca ne
limitam doar la Scripturi ne vom ineca, asemenea sectarilor,
in propria mandrie, pentru ca suntem lipsiti de ajutorul
Sf. Parinti care au talcuit Scripturile inspirati fiind de Duhul
Sfant. Daca ne departam de Sf. Scripturd, ne departam de
adevirul revelat de Insusi Dumnezeu. Trebuie dar, frati
crestini, sa avem in toate temei si din Scripturd si de la
Sf. Parinti.

in ceea ce priveste sirbitoarea de astizi, in
sprijinul celor spuse ne vin marturiile unor sfinti ca



Sf. Grigorie al Neocezareei, Sf. Maxim Marturisitorul,
Sfintii Gherman, Teofilact si Simion Metrafrastul. Sa nu
credeti ca incerc sa o apar pe Maica Domnului. Cum, si cine
ar putea? Noi avem nevoie s fim aparati si, de cele mai
multe ori, chiar de noi Insine! Toti inaintasii nostri au mers
prin credinta, iar Sf. Apostol Pavel ne indeamna mereu la
aceasta zicand: ,,Aduceti-va aminte de mai-marii vostri,
care v-au grdit voud cuvantul lui Dumnezeu, priviti cu luare
aminte cum si-au incheiat viata si urmati-le
credinta” (Evrei 13, 7).

S-a inmultit ratiunea iscoditoare si a slabit credinta. S-
au Inmultit cunostintele, dar cu ce pret? Dragostea s-a
imputinat. Caci ,.cunostinta ingadmfa, iar dragostea
zideste” (I Corinteni 8, 1). De aceea avem nevoie sd ne
tinem ochii credintei deschisi, ca sa putem patrunde
intelesurile tainice ale acestei sdrbatori. Altminteri vom
ajunge asemenea sectarilor, care iata nu se dau in laturi s-o
batjocoreasca pe Maica Domnului. Pentru cd de judecam
lucrurile omeneste, nu vom putea cere atunci daruri
duhovnicesti.

intruparea lui Hristos este un lucru ce depaseste
puterea de intelegere a oricirei minti omenesti. Cum
poate incipea Dumnezeu intreg intr-un trup atat de mic,
de neputincios? Dar la Dumnezeu toate sunt cu
putinti... Un singur lucru n-a putut face Dumnezeu in
cazul acesta: si Se uneasci cu necuritia!

Astfel, cea care urma sa-L poarte pe Cel mai presus de
fire, cea prin care Cel neajuns urma s ia trup, trebuia sa fie
mai presus decat cele pamantesti, mai presus si decat cele
ceresti. Si ea, Maica Domnului, care a fost in gandul lui
Dumnezeu mai nainte de veci, a fost cununa creatiei lui
Dumnezeu. In ea s-au impletit dumnezeieste cele doua
lumi, vdzutd si nevazuta, intrecand in sfintenie, curdtie si
frumusete orice creatie a lui Dumnezeu. Ea a dat adevarata
stralucire creatiei lui Dumnezeu. Daca Legea noud a
stralucit mai mult decat cea veche, daca Hristos, El,
Domnul Cerului si al pamantului, a venit sa desavarseasca
Legea, atunci cea care L-a primit in pantecele ei s-a aratat
mai presus decat chivotul Legii, mai presus chiar decat
Sfanta Sfintelor.

Aici trebuie sd mai subliniem un lucru foarte
important, lucru care scapa atentiei multora si care si astazi
da bataie de cap multora (in special iudei), dar care vine sa
ne arate cum se Tmpletesc argumentele istorice cu cele
duhovnicesti. Am spus ca Maica Domnului a fost adusa in
cel de-al doilea Templu zidit de catre Zorobabel, templu
despre care am vazut ca vorbeste Agheu Proorocul. Aceasta
proorocie a fost considerata de catre unii cercetdtori putin
,ciudata”, poate si din cauza ca a fost socotita de catre iudei
neimplinitd, dar si fard putintd de a se implini vreodata,
deoarece si acest Templu a fost dardmat in anul 70 d.Hr. de
catre romani.

Fost-a deci cuvantul Domnului cétre Zorobabel prin
gura proorocului Agheu, despre acest templu: ,,«Si slava
acestui Templu de pe urma va fi mai mare decat a celui
dintai», zice Domnul Savaot, «Si in locul acesta voi salaslui
paceay, zice Domnul Savaot” (Agheu 2, 9).

Traditia iudaica spune ca din acest al doilea templu, din
Sf. Sfintelor, lipseau 5 lucruri, cele mai importante, acelea
care dadeau marturie despre prezenta lui Dumnezeu in
mijlocul poporului si despre Impacarea oamenilor cu
Dumnezeu. Lipseau: norul slavei dumnezeiesti, care era
prezenta nemijlocita a lui Dumnezeu, chivotul legii, care era

tronul dumnezeirii, si focul sacru, uleiul de ungere si sortii
Urim-Tumim, care dadeau marturie pentru impacare. Cum
putea deci acest Templu sa aiba o slavd mai mare decat cel
dintai? Si despre care pace se putea vorbi in el? Aceasta
proorocie s-a implinit insa in mod stralucit prin intrarea in
Sfanta Sfintelor a Maicii Domnului. Acest Templu s-a aratat
cu adevarat cu mult mai slavit decat cel dintai, caci aici nu
nor, nici chivot ficut de mana omeneasci Il odihneau pe Cel
neincdput, ci cea care era cu mult mai presus decat toate
acestea, caci l-a primit in pantecele ei pe Dumnezeu intreg.
Aici nu era Templul care inchipuia doar, ca in umbra si
in ghiciturd locasul lui Dumnezeu, ci era Biserica
neficuti de mani a insusi impiratul tuturor. Odinioari
nici sortii, nici chiar chivotul n-au putut si-i impace pe
iudei cu Dumnezeu; acum a intrat in Templu cea care a
adus pace intregii lumi prin ridicarea blestemului
stramoasei Eva!

Proorocul Zaharia acoperit de Duhul Sfant si fiind
afard din sine, a adus-o pe prunca in Sfanta Sfintelor, dar
mai bine ar fi sa zicem ca el insusi a fost adus acolo unde nu
i se cuvenea de catre Ea. Desigur, de aici, lui Zaharia i s-a
tras si moartea. Aceasta s-a facut nsa spre intarirea noastra
a credinciosilor, aratandu-se prin aceasta cd harul dat Maicii
lui Dumnezeu ne poate invrednici sa fim acolo unde dupa
adevar nu ni se cuvine sd fim. Caci, asa cum spunea
parintele Arsenie Papacioc, ce face Dumnezeu cu puterea,
face Maica Domnului cu rugiciunea.

Sfanta Sfintelor era odinioard inima tainei lui
Dumnezeu in mijlocul poporului Israel. Acolo intra doar
arhiereul o datd pe an pentru a mijloci pentru el si pentru
popor. Maica Domnului intra in aceasta zi in inima tainei lui
Dumnezeu. lar taina inimii Maicii Domnului poarta in sine
taina inimii noastre a fiecaruia. Acum Maica Domnului
aduce taina noastrd inaintea lui Dumnezeu cerand
bundvointa Lui pentru noi. Acum noi, cei pdacatosi —
nevrednici de a ne apropia de Sfantul Altar — avem
indrazneala sa nadajduim ca vom fi primiti.

Acum, la inceputul Postului, Maica Domnului se
gateste pe sine a fi Biserica lui Dumnezeu, model facandu-
se pentru noi, vestind astfel nasterea lui Hristos, Izbavitorul
lumii, si In noi 1n fiecare. Astdzi prunca de trei ani se gateste
spre a fi Maica Luminii, pentru ca si noi sa putem indrazni
sa ne facem fii ai luminii. De aceea poporul a numit aceasta
zi Sarbdtoarea luminii; de aceea Biserica o slaveste prin
acest tropar, caruia si noi cu umilinta si recunostintd sa i ne
alaturdm:

Astazi inainte insemnarea bundvointei
lui Dumnezeu si propovdduirea mantuirii
oamenilor, in Biserica lui Dumnezeu
luminat Fecioara se arata si pe Hristos mai
inainte I vesteste. Acesteia si noi cu mare
glas sa-i cantam: Bucura-te plinirea
randuielii Ziditorului!

Protosinghel Hrisostom, Manastirea Putna
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Anul comemorativ al celor adormiti in Domnul;
valoarea liturgica si culturala a cimitirelor

Sfantul Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe Roméne a declarat
anul 2021 in Patriarhia Romana ca An omagial al pastoratiei
romdnilor din afara Romdniei si An comemorativ al celor
adormiti in Domnul; valoarea liturgicd si culturald a
cimitirelor. Tema aceasta va fi prezentatd in lucrarea de fatd
astfel:

I. Cinstirea in Biserici a celor adormiti in Domnul:
temeiuri patristice si liturgice;

II. Valoarea liturgica a cimitirele ortodoxe, expresie a
credintei, a respectului si a dragostei pe care credinciosii
roméni ortodocsi o au fata de cei trecuti la Domnul;

III. Parastas la cimitirul Cypress Hills.

I. Dumnezeu Insusi este iubire, iar cei care nu iubesc nu
pot si-L cunoascd (1 Ioan 4, 8). De aceea, orice formi de
manifestare a iubirii este nu numai o indeplinire a poruncii
pe care Dumnezeu ne-a dat-o, ci si o continud cunoastere a
marii Sale milostiviri. Tubindu-i pe semenii nostri, 1l fubim
pe Dumnezeu, asa cum, daci-L iubim cu adevirat pe
Dumnezeu, inevitabil ii iubim pe semenii nostri.

Iubirea fatd de semeni nu se manifestd numai in timpul
vietii pimdintesti, ci trece dincolo de moartea fizici.
Rugiciunile pe care le facem pentru ei, dupi ce au trecut la
cele vesnice, ne ajutd si fim in comuniune, iar ingrijirea
Iocunlor in care sunt 1nmormar1tat1 este o responsablhtate
de netigiduit. Intalnirea cu ei in rugiciune este si intalnire
cu Hristos Domnul, Cel care a biruit moartea prin
Ristignirea si Inv1erea Sa.

Pomenirea celor adormiti are ca fundament credinta
ca sufletul omului este nemuritor si isi continui existenta
in planul vietii viitoare. Acest adevir a fost exprimat de
citre traditia patristici dintotdeauna. Sfantul Ciprian al
Cartaginei (1258), de exemplu, arati ci ,,moartea nu este
un sfirsit, ci o trecere si un pas spre vesnicie”. In aceiasi
termeni se exprimd si Sfintul Grigorie Teologul (1+390),
care ne invati ci ,toti cei care au triit potrivit lui
Dumnezeu triiesc [in continuare] pentru Dumnezeu,
chiar daca au plecat din lumea aceasta”. Este si motivul
pentru care obignuim si-i numim pe cei deccdatl nu morti,
ci adormiti in Domnul adicd intru nidejdea Tnvierii.

Totodatd, cinstirea celor adormiti se intemeiazi pe
ideea comuniunii dintre cei de aici si cei de dincolo si pe
necesitatea rugiciunii pentru toti. Biserica - triumfitoare si
luptitoare - 1i cuprinde pe toti, si pe cei care au ajuns la
odihna vesnicd si pe cei care sunt incid pe calea nevointelor,
iar intre unii si altii existd o neintrerupti comuniune de
iubire si de simtire, noi cerdnd ajutorul sfintilor si rugindu-
ne, in acelasi timp, pentru cei nedesivarsiti, ca Dumnezeu
si adune ,din cele patru vanturi” Biserica in Impirégia Sa.
Vorbind despre aceasti comuniune, Origen spune ci ,si
sufletele sfintilor de curind adormiti ...vin in
intimpinarea celui credincios, aducindu-i si sprijinul
cererii lor”

Tertulian (1240) spune:

»Noi facem rugiciuni
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(aducem ofrande) pentru cei morti in fiecare an, la ziua
mortii lor.” Sfantul Ciprian al Cartaginei ne di mirturie
despre existenta unei persoane anume desemnate pentru
consemnarea numelor martirilor si a datei mortii lor, astfel
incat in ziua comemoririi lor si i se sdvirseascd pomenirea.
In liste spec1ale erau inscrisi martirii si aceastd formi de
recunostinti si evlavie fati de jertfa lor pentru Hristos std la
baza intocmirii martirologiilor, documente de maximi
importantd prin care se reconstituie momente semnificative
din istoria crestinismului. Tot in liste speciale erau inscrisi si
episcopii riposati ai Bisericii. Astfel s-au pus bazele
dipticelui liturgic-canonic al Bisericii, care pe de o parte
subliniazd continuitatea apostolici, iar pe de alti parte
precizeazi, descrescitor, ordinea ierarhici a tronurilor
episcopale, randuiald respectatd panid astizi.

Credinta in folosul rugiciunilor pentru cei adormiti era
atit de puternici in primele comunititi, incit crestinii din
primul veac chiar se botezau pentru mortii lor: “fiindca ce
vor face cei care se boteazi pentru morti? Daci mortii nu
inviaza nicidecum, pentru ce se mai boteaza pentru ei?”

(1 Cor. 15, 29).

Sfantul Simeon, Arhiepiscopul Tesalonicului (sec.
XV), explica astfel folosul rugiciunilor si al jertfelor care se
aduc pentru cei adormiti: ,folosul ce au cei adormiti de la
acestea, si pentru aceasta toti trgbuie sa sdvargeasca
sfintele pomeniri si mai cu seama Infricositoarea Jertfa
(Dumnezeiasca Liturghie), cici pentru aceasta s-au
oranduit, fiindca prin rugiciunile, Liturghiile si
milosteniile care se fac, nu numai ci se da iertare de pacate
celor ce ar fi pacituit si ar fi murit in pociinta, dar inca si
celor ce au vietuit in bunitate si au luat sfarsit bun Ii se
daruieste mai mare inaltare intru slava Domnului”.

ingelegem de aici cd cea mai puternicd rugiciune, in
care se exprimi plenar comuniunea dintre cei vii si cei
adormiti, este Sfanta Liturghie. Despre aceasta Sfantul Ioan
Guri de Aur spune: ,,Cand intregul popor sti cu mainile
ridicate catre Dumnezeu, cind tot clerul se roaga, cand
infricogitoarea Taina sta de fata, atunci cum si nu se
imblanzeasca Dumnezeu cind ne rugim pentru ei?”

La Proscomidie preotul aseazi pe Sfintul Disc
miridele pentru cei vii, alituri de miridele pentru cei
adormiti, mijlocind in rugiciune citre Dumnezeu, pentru
cei de aici, de pe pdmant, ca si pentru cei de dincolo, din
spatiul vesniciei.

Biserica se roagd pentru odihna sufletelor celor
adormiti in Domnul, cinsteste si cultivi memoria lor si
asteaptd cu credintd si sperantd invierea mortilor si viata
Impiritiei lui Dumnezeu. Dar intrucit nu se cunoaste
precis starea sufletelor celor care au adormit in nidejdea
Invierii si a vietii celei de veci, toti cei trecuti la viata vesnica
au nevoie de rugiciunile Bisericii, mai ales dacd au plecat
din lumea aceasta fird o pregitire corespunzitoare. Prin
rugiciunile Bisericii se iartd acele picate pentru care cei
adormiti in Domnul nu au mai avut timp si arate pociintd
prin fapte bune.

In al doilea rand, pomenirea mortilor este un act de



iubire pentru ei. Cand ne rugim pentru cei adormiti aritim
cd 1i jubim, iar sufletul lor nemuritor simte iubirea noastri!

In al treilea rand, actul de pomenire al celor adormiti
in Domnul este un act de speranti. Noi pomenim pe cei
care au adormit in Domnul, adici in nidejdea Invierii si a
vietii celei de veci.

Pe langid rugiciunile din cadrul Sfintei Liturghii, in
Sfinta Biserici au existat dintotdeauna slujbe speciale
pentru cei adormiti (inmorméntiri, sirindare, parastase
etc.), insotite de milostenii si daruri, ca expresie a dragostei
si purtdrii de grija fatd de cel riposat, iar ficind aceasta,
avem constiinta datoriei implinite, manifestindu-ne
totodatd dragostea pentru ceilalti si increderea in mila si
ajutorul lui Dumnezeu fati de toti. Atunci cind este posibil,
parastasul este urmat de o rdnduiald de rugiciune pe care
preotul, impreuni cu cei din familie, o sivarseste In cimitir,
la mormantul celui adormit in Domnul.

II. Cimitirele au desigur o semnificatie liturgici, dar si
o valoare culturald. Ele sunt expresia respectului si pioasei
aduceri aminte fati de inaintasi. Este semnul neuitirii si
pretuirii noastre pentru dénsii si speranta comuniunii lor
vesnice cu Hristos Domnul, in nadejdea Tnvierii si a vietii
vesnice.

»Cdnd intru intr-un cimitir eu am certitudinea cd este
un loc sfant si aceasta pentru ca, printre cei care isi dorm
somnul de wveci, multi dintre ei sunt sﬁntz , Spunea
Inaltpreasfintitul Pirinte Calinic al Sucevei si Ridiutilor.

Pentru ci sufletul omului este scinteie dumnezeiasci,
incd din cele mai vechi timpuri strimosii nostri, in functie
de iniltimea culturii si de ascutimea duhovniceasci au
acordat un loc aparte cimitirului.

In crestinism trupurile mortilor sunt indreptate spre
risdrit, sunt asezate in straie bune, de sirbitoare, nu sunt
asezate oricum In casd sau in capeld, nu sunt scoase cu
indiferent si fird reverentd, li se face o impresionanti slujba
de inmormantare si stau in lumina Invierii. $i de aceea
Biserica trebuie sd dea o atentie deosebitd cimitirelor.

Locurile unde se odihnesc inaintasii nostri trebuie si
fie ingrijite si respectate, sunt printre cele mai sacre locuri
dintr-o comunitate. Daci nu méine, intr-o zi vom ajunge si
noi acolo: de la Liturghia din bisericd la Liturghia cereascd
din cimitir.

Prezenta cimitirului in comunitate, cu impresionantele
cruci si simboluri crestine, nu este doar amprenta timpului
ci si cea a vesniciei. Cimitirul nu este doar o expresie a
trecutului, ci si o imagine a viitorului, nu este doar un loc al
ticerii, al crucilor mute ce vorbesc doar cand le citesti
numele inscrise, ci si al reflexiei, al introspectiei si al
frimantdrii interioare. A zibovi in starea de rugiciune, din
cand in cind, in cimitire, e mai degrabi dovadi de trezvie si
ravni spre sfintire.

“Dumnezeu se bucuri, spune Sfantul Ioan Gura de
Aur, cand unii pentru altii se roaga si ne indeamna sa nu
incetam sa ii ajutim si si aducem rugiciuni pentru cei
adormiti”.

III. Urménd cuvintelor Sfantului Ioan Guri de Aur si
faptului ci anul 2021 a fost declarat de Sfantul Sinod al
Bisericii Ortodoxe Roméne drept ,A4nul comemorativ al celor
adormiti in Domnul, valoare liturgica si culturald a
cimitirelor”, cu binecuvintarea IPS Mitropolit Nicolae si la
indemnul Pirintelui Protopop Daniel Ene, credinciosii

bisericii Sfantul Nicolae si Sfintul Gheorghe din NY,
impreund cu domnul Cristian Pascu, presedintele Societitii
Romane Crestine “Dorul” din NY, in ziua de 12 Septembrie
2021, au venit la cimitirul Cypress Hills din Queens, NY
pentru a savirsi slujba de pomenire a romanilor adormiti
intru Domnul si inmorméntati aici. Aici sunt mormintele a
peste 180 de romani, mai mult de jumitate din ele fiind in
posesia Societdtii Crestine “Dorul”. Interesant de amintit
este un mormént pe care este inscriptionat numele Carol
Davila sau morméntul generalului erou Ridescu.

Prin aceasta slujbd ne-am rugat Domnului si ddruiasci
iertare tuturor romdnilor care odihnesc aici, aritind si prin
aceastd intreitd dragoste: de Dumnezeu, de Biserici si de
neam $i cd suntem pdstrdtori ai traditiilor noastre romdnesti
pe aceste meleaguri, asa cum frumos spunea périntele Vasile
Vasilache.

Totodatd, am invitat si copiii Scolii noastre duminicale
pentru a-i invita ci trebuie si ne apropiem cu respect de
mormintele celor adormiti intru Domnul din neamurile
noastre, si ne rugidm pentru dansii, si facem milostenie
pentru ei, si aprindem o luménare, si punem o floare la
morméntul lor. Am slujit impreund cu pirintele Ioan

Preoteasa de la biserica Sf. Ap. Andrei, NY.

La finalul slujbei am dat citire mesajului Pirintelui
Protopop Daniel Ene citre Societatea Roméanid Crestind
“Dorul” si am oferit domnului presedinte Ing. Cristian
Pascu Icoana comemorativi a Mitropoliei Ortodoxe Romdne
a celor doud Americi pentru anul 2021, ca prilej de
binecuvéntare si ocrotire a dénsului si a Societitii pentru
activitatea depusd in sprijinul roménilor care vietuiesc pe
aceste meleaguri.

O altd actiune a bisericii noastre a fost “Parastasul
eroilor neamului roménesc” la care am pomenit numele
ierarhilor si preotilor Bisericii Ortodoxe Romine trecuti la
Domnul (mitropolitii Antonie Plimideald si Bartolomeu
Anania, pirintii: Vasile Vasilache, Dumitru Stiniloae,
Benedict Ghius...) domnitori, ctitorii, miluitorii si
bineficitorii ai sfintelor licasuri, eroi roméni si moldoveni
care s-au jertfit pe campurile de luptd, in lagdre si in inchisori,
pentru apdrarea patriei §i a credingei ortodoxe stramosesti, pentru
intregirea neamului, pentru libertatea, unitatea si demnitatea
poporului roman. Au fost citite peste 500 de nume.

in asteptarea Invierii, din florile din cimitire, ogorul
acesta sfant vor risiri, intr-o buni zi, oameni!

(Rugiciunea unui pirinte calugir din Sf. Munte)

INu doresc sa traiesc mult. Vreau sa trdaiesc cu Tine.
Mult, viu si nesfirsit esti Tu. Vino si fi voia Ta intru mine.
Vino cind wvrei si cand socotesti Tu. Vino ca o adiere, ca o
binecuvintare, dacd socotesti astfel, vino ca un fulger al
incercdrii §i arde-mi fiinta dacd crezi cd asa trebuie. Stiu cd
ceea ce va urma vizitei Tale, in orice fel ai veni, va fi ceea ce-
mi doresc eu mai addnc, ceea ce nu pot exprima si gdsi nicdieri
altundeva in afard de Tine. De aceea, pe Tine Te caut si
astept. Sunt dezamdgit de mine insumi, numai Tu ramdi, si
vin la tine, Doctorul, luminarea si sfintirea sufletelor si
trupurilor. Vin bolnav cum sunt si imi incredintez Tie toatd
viata si nadejdea mea. Amin.”

Preot Marius Daniel Dumitrescu

Biserica Sfantul Nicolae si Sfantul Gheorghe, NY
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Inteligenta artificiald versus Logosul divin

in cartea sa, Homo Deus, Yuval Harari urmareste
trecerea umanitatii de la gandirea religioasa la cea umanista
si mai departe, actualmente, la inteligenta artificiald, ca
schimbare a reperelor existentiale de intelegere a lumii, de la
zei si dogme, la gandirea subiectiva a omului si mai departe,
odata cu Inlocuirea umanismului cu inteligenta artificiald, de
la gandire subiectivd umana la gandirea algoritmica specifica
inteligentei artificiale. Noua ideologie sau dogm: a epocii
inteligentei artificiale este ,Dataismul”, definit ca
”credinta ca toate entititile si procesele sunt in
fundamentul lor ultim algoritmi si orice realitate, de la
creaturi vii la procese politice si materiale, sunt forme de
procesare a datelor care in curind vor fi mai bine intelese
si cunoscute prin inteligenta artificiala”.

Perspectiva reducerii complexitatii vietii umane
subiective la un set de algoritmi deslusiti si apoi predefinibili
si programabili este cea specificad transhumanismului ce
urmareste contopirea omului cu tehnologia, continuarea
evolutionismului natural al hazardului ce a condus pana
acum oarecum inteligent cosmosul si civilizatia umana,
printr-un evolutionism inspirat si programat de catre om prin
mijlocirea algoritmilor specifici limbajelor de programare
din cadrul stiintei informatice a inteligentei artificiale.
Perspectiva ultima a acestei paradigme transhumaniste ce se
vrea instaurata silnic in lume e cea a starii de Singularitate pe
care apostolii acestei noi religii spun ca o va atinge civilizatia
umand in urma cresterii exponentiale a puterii sale de
computatie, astfel incat nu doar ce e pe Pamant va fi
controlat prin computer — asa cum imagina si parintele
Theillard de Chardin inspirat de gandirea hindusd, prin
raspandirea unui strat de computronium pe suprafata
pamantului — ci intreg cosmosul va fi controlat, de exemplu,
printr-un limbaj de programare ce ar da comenzi quarcilor si
gluonilor din lumea quantelor de energie ce sta la baza lumii
materiale.

Aceasta perspectiva globala si universald a
instaurarii inteligentei artificiale ca mijloc de
atotstapanire a cosmosului e insotita si de perspectiva
umani a introducerii si instauridrii la nivelul uman
biologic, personal si social a acestei inteligente artificiale
trambitatd cu emfazi de marii prooroci ai
transhumanismului. Ei intrevad un viitor “stralucitor” al
omului si a omenirii careia i ’se va cere ... a ajunge pana la
urma asemeni robotilor ... noi ingine cyborgi pentru a deveni
relevanti Intr-o societate viitoare” ... in care “existd deja
tehnologia (blueprint) pentru crearea tesutului inervat sau
cyborg” prin “injectarea si amestecarea electronicelor in
creierul uman” pentru a “ne mari inteligenta biologica cu o
inteligentd cuibaritd In nor” (un fel de supraconstient
informatic), deoarece “este deja posibil sa intri in creier cu un
ac mic si sa implantezi o plasa care se deschide si te
conecteaza la Internet”.

Practic se doreste o impunere cu forta, datorita
inevitabilitatii evolutiei tehnologiei inteligentei artificiale ce
va domina in viitorul apropiat lumea, a unor tehnologii ce
vor lua, efectiv, cu asalt omul ca fiintd biologica spre a-1
transforma intr-un cyborg. Andy Adamatzky, directorul
Unconventional Computing Ctr., Universitatea din vestul
Angliei, descrie unele din modalitdtile tehnologice de

realizare a acestei transformari a omului in cyborg printr-o
patrundere si inserare in organismul uman a unei retele
paralele care va controla practic neuronii dar si toate
procesele moleculare ale organismului uman: ,, Calculul
personal va deveni intrapersonal si intracelular. Fiecare
neuron uman va fi deturnat de o refea moleculara care se
auto-dezvolta si se auto-repard. Calculatoarele vor fi retele
de filamente de polimer care cresc in interior si impreund cu
omul. Semingele retelelor vor fi injectate in embrioni in
prima lund de dezvoltare a acestora. Vor forma o refea
gigantica in interiorul creierului. Calculatoarele vor fi in
interiorul nostru. Vor acoperi toate creaturile vii dintr-o
retea de calcul unitd. Milioane de nano-roboti (roboti la
scard nanometrica) care trec prin capilarele creierului
nostru, comunicdnd intre ei (printr-o refea locala fara fir),
precum si cu neuronii biologici si cu Internetul. O aplicatie
ar fi sa oferim realitate virtuald cu imersiune completd care
sa cuprinda toate simturile noastre.”™ Se imagineaza,
asadar, o dublare a retelei neuronale umane printr-o retea de
filamente polimerice speciale de dimensiuni nanometrice,
insotita de o imensa armatd de nanoboti care sa ofere
interfata de comanda si control asupra sistemului nervos
central si periferic uman. De aceea, ne putem intreba, in ce
masura omul va mai fi el insusi ca individ si persoana stapan
pe propriile sentimente, ganduri, decizii si autodestin daca
existd o asemenea dubluri si interfata de control introdusa in
om inca din cel mai fraged stadiu al devenirii sale ca fiin{a
biologica?

Si pentru a se dovedi rapiditatea cu care se migca noua
revolutie a inteligentei artificiale, deja a apdrut din 2019 si
compania de dispozitive medicale, INBRAIN Neuroelectronics
S.L., care implementeaza si comercializeazd cea mai putin
invaziva si cea mai inteligentd tehnologie de realizare a
interfetelor neuronale pe baza de grafen si a sistemelor
inteligente de neuromodulatie, care pot citi si modula
activitatea creierului cu rezolutie foarte mare pentru a
obtine rezultate optime 1in terapiile neurologice
personalizate. Practic, existd tehnologia de ,,enhancement”
sau de Tmbunatatire prin largire, sporire si augumentare a
creierului si a sistemului nervos cu scopul declarat de
improvizare si reparare a stirii de sdndtate deteriorate a
acestui sistem, dar, ca si in cazul programelor cibernetice
obisnuite, existd automat si posibilitatea de deturnare de la
scopurile pozitive ale acestei tehnologii, respectiv de
inhdtare sau hacking a sistemului nervos central si periferic
cu consecinte catastrofale pentru libertatea, existenta si
statutul omului.

Deci, sa luam aminte, care sunt perpectivele ce se
propun omenirii in aceste timpuri §i vremuri!

Protos. Lect. Dr. Vasile Birzu,
Facultatea de Teologie Ortodoxa Andrei Saguna,
Sibiu



Note

1 in analiza lui Harari, “religia nu inseamnd altceva decat
credinte si comportamente arbitrare, care sunt in mare parte incercari
imature si nestiintifice de a face fat realititii. In analiza sa, cautarea
perceptiei spirituale si a transformarii sinelui nu este mentionata.
Urmatoarea etapa a dezvoltarii umane, umanismul, nu este altceva
decat dependenta de experienta subiectiva, cum ar fi dorintele si
emotiile, dar fara referire la niciun criteriu de rafinare, purificare sau
ridicare a emotiilor, aspiratiilor, idealurilor si intuitiilor. $i acum, in
sfarsit, in era inteligentei artificiale si a ,,dataismului”, fiinta umana
este conceputa doar in termeni materialisti: preferintele noastre in
materie de mancare, imbracaminte, politica, divertisment, sport,
magsini si sex formeaza identitatea noastra. Cand spune ca inteligenta
artificiala ne cunoaste mai bine decat ne cunoastem pe noi insine, el
se gandeste la aceste preferinte, gusturi si identificari sociale. Prin
aceastd noud dogma a ,,dataismului” asistdm la eroziunea umanitatii
noastre esentiale, care este inlocuita de idolatria simplei informatii.
in noua religie a dataismului experienta subiectivd, constiinta
calitativa, perceptia inimii, experientele cele mai semnificative ale
vietii sunt eliminate din descrierea realitatii.” Cf. The Spiritual
Challenge of Al, Trans-Humanism, and the Post-Human World
By Kabir  Helminski \ December 21, 2018
https://www.tikkun.org/the-spiritual-challenge-of-ai-trans-
humanism-and-the-post-human-world. Pentru o analiza mai
amanuntita a tendintei transhumanismului de a inlocui religia, vezi
Schussler, Aura-Elena. “TRANSHUMANISM AS A NEW

TECHNO-RELIGION AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT: IN
THE FRAMEWORK OF A FUTURE TECHNOLOGICAL
SPIRITUALITY.” Journal for the Study of Religions and Ideologies,
vol. 18, no. 53,2019, p. 93+. Accessed 23 Oct. 2020.

2 Vasile Birzu, ,,Cunoasterea si intelepciunea divind vs.
Singularitatea cibernetica”, in Vasile Cristescu (ed.) Cunoasterea lui
Dumnezeu in Teologia Dogmatica Ortodoxa, Premise spiritual-
eclesiale si provocari actuale, ed. Doxologia, lasi, 2020, pp. 273-301,
p. 274.

3 Cf. The Spiritual Challenge of Al, Trans-Humanism, and the
Post-Human World By Kabir Helminski | December 21, 2018
https://www.tikkun.org/the-spiritual-challenge-of-ai-trans-
humanism-and-the-post-human-world

4 Andy Adamatzky... Cf. The Spiritual Challenge of A, Trans-
Humanism, and the Post-Human World By Kabir
Helminski | December 21, 2018 https://www.tikkun.org/the-
spiritual-challenge-of-ai-trans-humanism-and-the-post-human-
world,

5 INNERVIA Bioelectronics, este o subsidiara a INBRAIN
Neuroelectronics, este dedicatd dezvoltarii si comercializdrii
sistemelor inteligente de grafen concepute pentru a modula semnalele
nervilor vagi, decodificandu-le in solutii medicale. Pentru mai multe
informatii, va rugdm sa vizitati inbrain-neuroelectronics.com.
https://www.inbrain-neuroelectronics.com/innervia.html

Vizita Misionara in Ecuador, Peru si Bolivia

Cu ajutorul Bunului Dumnezeu, cu binecuvintarea
IPS Pirinte NICOLAE, Arhiepiscop al Arhiepiscopiei
Ortodoxe Romiane a Statelor Unite ale Americii si
Mitropolit al Mitropoliei Ortodoxe Romine a celor doui
Americi, si la invitatia Excelentei Sale, Doamnei Camelia
Ion Radu, Ambasadorul Romaniei in Peru, pirintele Daniel
Ene, secretar eparhial si protopop de New York, Noua
Anglie si Estul SUA a vizitat comunititile romanesti din
Ecuador, Peru si Bolivia in perioada 11-19 noiembrie 2021.

A fost a doua vizitd a unui preot ortodox roman in Peru
si prima in Ecuador si Bolivia.

ECUADOR - QUITO (11-13 NOIEMBRIE 2021)

Pirintele Daniel a sosit in Ecuador joi 11 noiembrie si
s-a intdlnit la sediul Consulatului General Onorific al
Romaniei in Quito, Ecuador cu domnul consul Radu
Mihail si sotia dansului Alexandra. Discutia s-a axat pe
situatia comunititii romanesti din Quito si Guayaguil si s-a
putut evidentia grija deosebitd si dragostea neconditionati a
domnului consul pentru comunitatea micid de romani din
Ecuador. Domnul consul a multumit IPS Nicolae si
parintelui Daniel pentru aceastd binecuvéntare de a primi
pentru prima dati in Ecuador un preot ortodox romain
canonic. Comunitatea ortodoxi din capitala ecuadoriani nu
are nici o biserici ortodoxd canonici activd. Singura bisericd

este la citeva ore bune distantd in Guayaguil in jurisdictia
bisericii ortodoxe sirbe. SAMBATA 13 NOIEMBRIE a
fost savarsita prima SFANTA LITURGHIE $ISLUJBA
PARASTASULUI in LIMBA ROMANA in Ecuador.
Slujba a avut loc impreuni cu comunitatea ortodoxa sirba
la Capilla San Charbel, o biserica maronita. Imediat dupi
Sf. Liturghie a avut loc si o intdlnire cu comunitatea
ortodoxd romdni din zona capitalei ecuadoriene. in
intdlnirea avutd s-a subliniat faptul ci nu existd in Ecuador
nici o biserici cu binecuvantarea Bisericii Ortodoxe
Romaine si ci singurii preoti canonici sunt pirintele
arhimandrit Rafail al Bisericii Ortodoxe Sarbe si pirintele
Alexei al Bisericii Ortodoxe Ruse. Cu acest prilej pirintele
Rafail si-a aritat disponibilitatea si vind in Quito de doui
ori pe luni pentru a purta si grija duhovniceasci a
comunititii romanesti. In Ecuador, din documentatia
existentd, sunt in jur de 70-80 de persoane de origine
romind, majoritatea in cele doud mari orase Quito si

Guayaguil.

PERU - LIMA (14-16 NOIEMBRIE 2021)

Prima intélnire a pirintelui Daniel Ene, pentru a doua
oard in Peru, imediat dupd sosirea pe Aeroportul Jorge
Chavez din Lima a fost cu comunitatea ortodoxi la Sfanta
si Dumnezeiasca Liturghie duminici 14 noiembrie la
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biserica Sf. Treime din Lima. Aflatd acum in jurisdictia
bisericii ortodoxe antiohiene, singura biserici ortodoxi din
Lima aduni in acelasi loc ortodocsi de toate etniile.

Comunitatea bisericii adund greci, romani, sérbi,
antiohieni, rusi, ucraineni si convertiti peruani. Pirintele
Daniel a multumit parintelui Juan pentru grija pastorald pe
care o poartd credinciosilor romdni si 1-a incredintat de tot
sprijinul Mitropoliei Ortodoxe Romane a celor doud
Americi In a continua aceastd legiturd de fritietate si de
sprijin pentru buna grijire a romanilor ortodocsi din Peru si,
mai ales, din Lima. Pirintele Juan a vorbit cu multd
dragoste despre sprijinul primit de biserici din partea
romanilor ortodocsi si de faptul ¢i sunt foarte activi in viata
ortodoxd a Limei. Numarul estimat al roménilor din Peru
este de 120. La Sfinta Liturghie si la Slujba Parastasului
ce a urmat a participat si Excelenta Sa, Camelia Ton-
Radu, Ambasador extraordinar si plenipotentiar al
Romaniei in Republica Peru si corpul diplomatic al
Ambasadei Romaniei in Peru. Multi romani au participat
la Sfanta Liturghie si slujba parastasului iar doamnele
romance au pregitit bucate pentru toti cei participanti in
sala sociald a bisericii. A fost prima reuniune a comunititii
rominesti de mai bine de 2 ani.

Luni 15 noiembrie, pirintele Daniel s-a intélnit cu
Excelenta sa, Doamna Camelia Ion-Radu, si cu membrii
corpului diplomatic al Ambasadei Romaniei in Peru.
Discutiile au fost despre realititile comunititii roménesti
din Peru si despre greutitile intimpinate in aceastd perioadi
de pandemie. Cu acest prilej pirintele Daniel a daruit, din
partea IPS Mitropolit Nicolae, ca simbol al aprecierii si
purtirii de griji a Inaltpreasfintiei Sale fatd de romanii care
triiesc in Peru, dar si pentru ostenitorii Ambasadei, Icoana
comemorativi a Mitropoliei Ortodoxe Romane a celor
doua Americi pentru anul 2021, Anul omagial al
pastoratiei roménilor din afara Rominiei in Patriarhia
Romina. Icoana o reprezinti pe “Maica Domnului de la
Guadalupe — Patroana copiilor neniscuti” care este o Icoani
misionard a Sfintei Fecioare, cunoscuti si ca “Icoana Maicii
Domnului de la Guadalupe”, venerati si ca protectoare a
Americilor. Icoana diruiti pastreazi in centru acest chip al
Maicii Domnului dimpreund cu chipul Sfintilor Impérati
Constantin si Elena, ocrotitorii Mitropoliei, aldturi de Sf.
Gheorghe Pelerinul si Sf. Rafael de Brooklyn, ocrotitorii
Protopopiatului de New York, Noua Anglie si Estul SUA.

Acest dar se doreste a fi prilej de binecuvantare si ocrotire

nu numai pentru ziduri, dar mai ales pentru toti cei care se
ostenesc acum si de acum Inainte in sediul Ambasadei spre
grijirea poporului roman care vietuieste pe aceste meleaguri.

De asemenea, o diploma si medalie omagiala a
Anului Pastoratiei romanilor din diaspora i-au fost
oferite dnei Ioana Ciausu, din partea Parintelui Patriarh
Daniel pentru contributia constanti la misiunea
Mitropoliei in pastrarea credintei ortodoxe si promovarea
culturii crestine in Peru. La rindu-i, dna Ioana a multumit
PF Pirinte Patriarh Daniel, IPS Mitropolit Nicolae si
parintelui Daniel pentru onoarea acordati dar si pentru
sustinerea si sprijinul neobosit pe care Mitropolia Ortodoxi
Romiani a celor doui Americi le-a aritat comunititii
romanesti din Peru. Doamna loana a studiat la Colegiul Sf.
Sava si este absolventd de ASE, cu master in comunicare si
relatii internationale la Academia Diplomatici din Madrid.
Sotie de diplomat peruan acum, doamna Ciausu reprezinti
in comunitatea roméneasci din Peru un model de sacrificiu
si de mama.

BOLIVIA - LA PAZ (17-19 NOIEMBRIE 2021)

Ultima oprire a parintelui Daniel in aceastd penultimi
cilitorie misionard prilejuitd de anul 2021 a fost in La Paz,
capitala Statului Plurinational al Boliviei, la invitatia
doamnei Tereza Selaru, Consul onorific al Romaniei in
Bolivia. Orasul Nuestra Sefiora de La Paz, cunoscut mai
ales ca La Paz, este capitala administrativd a Boliviei, este
capitala cu cea mai mare altitudine (aprox. 4100 m) din
lume si casd pentru aproximativ 20 de romani. Mai sunt in
evidente inci citeva zeci in orasul Santa Cruz. In Bolivia nu
existd nici o bisericd ortodoxd si nici un preot ortodox. Vi
inchipuiti bucuria si emotia atit a pirintelui Daniel cat si a
credinciosilor de a avea prilejul unei slujbe de Te-Deum si
Parastas in limba romani. Slujba a avut loc la Capela
“Jardines de Cristo - Gridinile lui Hristos”. A fost prima
slujbd in limba roméni in aceastd parte a muntilor Anzi.

Lipsa de oxigen a fost insi compensati de dragostea
tuturor celor care au participat.

Multumim lui Dumnezeu pentru toate!

A consemnat,
Pr. Daniel Ene



SAINT VOIVODE PRINCE
STEPHEN THE GREAT

a Little Piece of History

he years 1457 to 1546,
beginning with the reign of
Prince Stephen the Great and
ending with the death of his son
Petru Rares, marked the finest
period of military achievements
and cultural prosperity in
Moldavian history. Just decades
after the fall of Constantinople
to the Ottoman Turks (1453),
Byzantine culture was preserved
and continue its life in Moldavia, in a new form,
“Byzantium  after Byzantium Manuscripts  were
illuminated with remarkable care, sculpture in wood and
ivory flourished, and the technique of engineering works
and fortification was developed. Above all, new and original
architecture and church painting techniques were
introduced. This unique artistic period took place within a
tumultuous political climate across the whole of Europe.
The Moldavian princes fought or made compromises to
keep their thrones. They fought against the invasion of the
Ottomans or sold their independence to the Sultan to enjoy
material advantages.

Saint Voivode Stephen the Great, became prince of
Moldavia in 1457, his reign lasting forty-seven years until
his death in 1504. During his reign, forty-four monasteries
and churches were built, enriching the principality of
Moldavia with Orthodox sanctuaries.” According to
legend, Voivode Stephen built a church after each battle on
the advice of his splrltual confessor, Daniil Sihastrul
(Daniel the Hermlt) The chronicler Grigorie Ureche
(1590-1647) mentions that Stephen considered a year
without war as a misfortune and this might well account
for the prohferanon of churches under his reign. 4 Ureche
examines the reign of Stephen the Great in his work 75e
Chronicle of the Rulers of Moldavia and Their Life, which
covers the period from the establishment of Moldavia in
1359 to the year 1594. It is significant that Ureche himself
claimed that he wrote his Chronicle with no intention to
please or flatter any of the rulers. In his own words, it was
written so_that “the past years should not be drowned in
oblivion.” He insisted that, for his Chronicle, he examined
both Moldavian and foreign documents and gather the
historical data because he wanted to be a “reliable historian
and not a writer of vain words.”

A deeply religious spirit characterizes his writing,
which at the same time is natural, simple and fluent.

According to Ureche, Moldavia never had a prince
like Prince Stephen the Great. While Ureche presents the
prince as quick-tempered and ready to shed blood for
Moldavia’s independence, he also stresses the Voivode’s
intelligence, his courage in battles, and his agility as a war
strategist. Moldavians loved Voivode Stefan, although
there was war for the entire length of his reign. It is
sufficient to read the following passage about the
Voivode’s death to see the love and honour accorded to

him by the Moldavian people:

“He was buried at the Monastery of Putna amid the
sorrow and tears of all the inhabitants, who deplored him as

a father. They knew that they were losing a great benefactor
and leader.”

Voivode Stephen became famous both in the region
and beyond especially after he defeated the armies of Sultan
Mehmed IT in the battle of Vaslui (1475), thus stopping the
advance of the Ottomans toward Europe.” News of this
victory traveled fast throughout Europe, a phenomenon
that bears witness to the unexpected power and influence of

Moldavia.8

Although it was marked by continuing strife, the reign
of Prince Stephen managed to maintain a country that was
free from political and religious interference, while it
continued to flourish artistically. He had managed to keep
at bay his Hungarian and Polish neighbors, who were
planning to carve up Moldavia, and the Ottoman Turks, for
most of his reign.

The important battles won by Stephen against the
Ottoman Turks earned him the reputation of being the
defender of Romanian Orthodoxy. The chronicler Ureche
recorded how people regarded Stephen as a saint after his
death:

“After his death, they called him Stephen the Saint,
not on account of his soul, which is in the hands of God -
for he was a man with sms - but on account of the great
deeds he accomplished. "9

Stephen the Great is considered one of the greatest
Romanian Voivodes. He was canonized as a saint on 20
June 1992 by the Romanian Orthodox Church under the
name the Right-Believer Voivod Stephen the Great and
Holy. 10 His feast is celebrated in the Romanian Orthodox
Church on July 2nd, the day of his death in 1504.

Adriana Bara PhD
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Notes

1 Tze phrase “Byzantium after Byzantium” (‘Bizant dupd
Bizang” in Romanian) was consecrated by Nicolae Iorga (1871-1960)
as a book title for one of his many works. lorga was a renowned scholar
who had international reputation as a medievalist, Byzantinist,
Latinist, Slavist, art historian and philosopher of history. He argued
that the Byzantine Empire cultural forms have survived and preserved
in Southeastern Europe for a long time after the Fall of Constantinople,
especially by the Romanian Principalities, despite the Ottoman
suzerainty.

2 Grigorie Ureche, Chronique de Moldavie, depuis le milieu
du XIVe siecle jusqu'a lan 1594, edited by Emile Picot, texte
roumain avec traduction frangaise, notes historiques, tableux
genealogiques glossaire et table (Paris: Ernest Leroux, 1878), p.
221.

3 Vasile Dragut, Pictura murala din Moldova sec. xv-xvi (The
Moldavian Mural Painting XV-XVI Centuries) (Bucharest,
Romania: Editura Meridiane, 1982), p. 11.

4 Ureche, op.ciz., p. 116.

5 Bid, p. 3.

6 Ibid, p. 5.

7 Mihai Barbulescu, Dennis Deletant Serban Papacostea,
Pompiliu Teodor and Keith Hitchins, Istoria Romaniei
(Romanian History) (Bucharest, Romania: Corint, 2004), p. 158.

8 Mihai Barbulescu, Dennis Deletant Serban Papacostea,
Pompiliu Teodor and Keith Hitchins, Istoria Romaniei
(Romanian History) (Bucharest, Romania: Corint, 2004), p. 158.

9 Marcu Beza, “The Romanian Chroniclers,” The Slavonic
and East European Review 9, (1930), p. 124.

10 The act of canonization is available electronically at
http://www.stefancelmare.ro/Tomos-s2-ss13.htm

Eastern USA Deanery Assembly
- Wakefield, MA -

Every two years, in the Romanian Orthodox
Archdiocese of the United States, the autumn months are
dedicated to the meetings of the Deanery Assemblies. On
October 15-16, 2021, it was the turn of the Deanery of the
Eastern USA to meet at the Romanian Orthodox Church
of St. Parascheva in the city of Wakefield (Boston area),
Massachusetts. These Deanery Assemblies represent good
opportunities for local priests and lay delegates to meet with
their Dean and Hierarch.

The Deanery Assembly at the Church of St
Parascheva was also special because, after a period of almost
two years in which all the meetings took place virtually, this
one took place in person and marked, to a certain extent, the
return to a long-awaited and desired normalcy.

The meeting began on Friday, October 15, afternoon
with a prayer invoking the Holy Spirit, after which V. Rev.
Fr. Dean Daniel Ene, with the blessing of His Eminence
Metropolitan Nicolae, and with the consent of the
Assembly, appointed V. Rev. Fr. Nicolae Clempus as the
secretary of the meeting.

HE Archbishop and Metropolitan Nicolae then
welcomed those present and expressed his joy of being able
to meet face to face and daring to overcome the trials of the
times with attentiveness and wisdom. It was a good
opportunity to listen to some conferences related to the
main theme of 2021 - the Solemn Year of the Pastoral Care of
Romanians Abroad, and Commemorative Year of those fallen
asleep in the Lord; the liturgical and cultural value of the
cemeteries, but also the possibility to present the activity
reports of the parishes from the Eastern USA. The most
important thing remained, however, that of being able to be
together in person, HE Nicolae concluded.

Rev. Fr. Daniel Ene thanked those present for the
effort of coming there in person and reminded that for the

20 October - December 2021

Eastern Deanery, the times are still difficult and full of
trials, but we hope in the help of the Lord. Thanks were
also addressed to V. Rev. Fr. Nicolae Simion and the host
parish who had the courage to host and accommodate us by
following the necessary guidelines. Father Dean then made
an appeal to pray for those who are suffering, at home or in
hospitals, as a result of being infected with the Covid virus.
Fr. Nicolae Simion, the host of the Assembly, welcomed
those present, saying that it is an honor and blessing to have
such guests right around the feast of the Venerable
Parascheva, the patron saint of the Church.

After the presentation made by the Secretary of the
Assembly and the approval of the Agenda, the Minutes of
the previous Assembly (which took place on October 18-
19, 2019, at the Church of St. Mary in the Atlanta city area)
were presented. Each priest then presented an activity
report of the parish under his care, the achievements, the
successes but also the shortcomings that each community in
the Eastern USA faces.

Following this, V. Rev. Fr. Marius Dumitrescu from
the Church of St. Nicholas and St. George in New York,
who is at the present time recovering from a Covid infection
presented via Zoom the conference on the theme:
Commemorative Year of those fallen asleep in the Lord; the
liturgical and cultural value of the cemeteries. At the end of
this presentation, the people in attendance watched a video
of the Panikhida (memorial service) performed by priests at
the Romanian section of the Queens cemetery and the
laying of flowers on the graves of those who are resting
there (link here).

The project The Church, Family of Romanians
Everywhere, carried out within our Metropolia was
presented in detail with the activities undertaken in each
parish. This project was based on the collaboration program



of US parishes with Romanian parishes. The
joint activities that have been organized,
alongside the exchange of information and
experience between our communities, were
presented during this part of the Assembly.

After dinner, the priests had a meeting
with His Eminence Nicolae and V. Rev. Fr.
Dean Daniel Ene, and the ladies present
that were present met to discuss past
projects, but especially future ones organized
by AROLA (Auxiliary Organization of the
Ladies of our Metropolia).

On Saturday, October 16, the second
day of the Deanery Assembly began with the
Akathist to the Venerable Mother
Parascheva and a special prayer for the
health of those suffering from Covid.
Immediately after the Akathist, the first
Zoom presentation of the day took place.
His Grace Bishop Ignatie of Husi presented
a conference on The Pastoral Care of
Romanians in the Diaspora, the tension
between  preserving ethnic and spiritual
identity? After presenting on this topic of
great interest to the entire Romanian
diaspora in the West, the priests and the
delegates had the opportunity to ask
questions and find valuable answers from
HG Ignatie, who himself had the experience
of the pastoral care of the Romanian
community in Great Britain.

After a short break, Fr. Dustin Lyon of
St. George's Greek Orthodox Church in
DeKalb, IL, presented the conference on
“Cultivating Vision Through Servant
Leadership.”  This  English-language
presentation is part of a series of conferences
organized by the Orthodox Christian
Leadership Initiative that aims to further
educate priests and leaders in Orthodox
Churches who serve their communities in
administrative or leadership positions.
Father Dustin then answered questions from
the room and invited those present to visit
his organization's website.

The Deanery Assembly then continued
with the presentation of the activity reports
from the last two years. Preoteasa Flavia Ene
presented the AROLA report, and Danielle
Radu and Darius Sabiu presented the report
of the ROYA (Romanian Orthodox Youth of
the Americas) Organization. Fr. Dean Daniel
Ene presented the report of the Education
Committee with a review of each parish and
their religious education programs.

The final item on the agenda of the
Assembly was the election of the new Deanery Consistory
and the establishment of the location for the next Assembly
in 2023, at the Mission of St. Gregory the Theologian in
Greenville, SC. His Eminence Metropolitan Nicolae
offered to V. Rev. Fr. Dean Daniel Ene, on behalf of His
Beatitude, Patriarch Daniel, he diploma and medal of the
Commemorative Year 2021 for the intense missionary
activity accomplished in Latin America during the recent
years.

With hierarchical blessings, the members of the
Deanery Assembly returned to their homes carrying
forward the message of unity and encouragement for the
difficult times in which we are living.

V. Rev. Fr. Nicolae Clempus,
Secretary of the Assembly
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Western USA Deanery Assembly

- Uplan

The days of November 12 and 13, the final days before
the beginning of the Nativity Lent of the year of salvation
2021, were an occasion of joy, communion and service with
His Eminence Metropolitan Nicolae and the priests who
came to the Parish of the Elevation of the Holy Cross in the
city of Upland, California, for the Western USA Deanery
Assembly.

With the blessing and under the presidency of His
Eminence Archbishop and Metropolitan Nicolae, the work
of the Deanery Assembly began on Friday, November 12,
with the Heavenly King prayer and the welcoming address
from our Hierarch, from V. Rev. Fr. Dean Mihai Bilan and
from the Parish Priest, V. Rev. Archimandrite Nicodim
Bibart. On this first day of the meeting, on the agenda were
topics rich in significance, both for the realities of the
spiritual life of Orthodox Romanians on American soil in
the context of the last 20 months of trials, and topics that
should awaken and maintain a lively interest for the
Orthodox Christian who desires to learn about his identity
in the American diaspora.

Priests and delegates attending the meeting listed the
problems their parishes faced in 2020 and 2021. During this
trial period, many of our Christians went through either
physical illness or isolation but were in great distress
especially because of the impossibility of meeting Christ,
with the life of the Church. His Eminence Metropolitan
Nicolae stressed that the mission of the Church, through
her ministers, is to act with love and wisdom as to help in a
delicate but effective way those who are suffering and those
affected by fear, that they may return to the Church with
confidence. A proposal made by His Eminence in this
regard is to offer personalized spiritual assistance to those
who seek the work and help of the Church in their lives.

The year 2021 was named by the Holy Synod of the
Romanian Orthodox Church The Commemorative Year
of those who fell asleep in the Lord; the liturgical and
cultural value of cemeteries. Thus, the first day of the
Deanery Assembly continued with the presentation of this
theme, having as author V. Rev. Fr. Tustinian Deac. In his
excellent and thoroughly documented exposition, Father
Tustinian brought forth scriptural and patristic foundations,
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but also references in
Romanian literature
that  underlie  the
prayers for those who
fell asleep in the
Orthodox Church. His
analysis highlighted the
communion between
the living and the dead,
both by performing all
the prayers, ordinances
and sacramental acts
involving the members
of the Fighting Church,
and by the prayers of
those who moved to the

Triumphant Church.
This was followed

by the presentation of
the project “The Church - House of Romanians
Everywhere.” This project aims to establish the
collaboration of our parishes with parishes in Romania or
the Republic of Moldova, involving activities that would
lead both to a mutual knowledge of the spiritual and social
realities of the communities involved in the project, as well
as to a fruitful communication between different
generations of children, young people, and adults.

The second day of the Deanery Assembly began with
the reading of the Akathist of the Elevation of the Holy Cross
and continued with our first guest on the Zoom platform,
HG Siluan, Romanian Orthodox Bishop of Hungary, who
addressed the theme of The Solemn Year of the Pastoral
Care of Romanians Abroad. HG Siluan enumerated to
those present the problems faced by the small Romanian
community in Hungary. The hierarch emphasized that the
preservation and affirmation of the Christian-Orthodox
and Romanian identities are both important in the
complicated spiritual and ethnic context in Hungary.

The second guest of the day on the Zoom platform
was V. Rev. Fr. John Panagiotou, PhD, author of the book
“The Path to Oikonomia with Jesus Christ as Our
Lighthouse.” In a comprehensive presentation, Father
spoke to the audience about the importance of serving in
the Church and the difficulties the Orthodox Church faces
in the United States in serving and administering parishes.
The active involvement of both Church representatives and
believers is a guarantee of the Church’s continued existence
on this continent. Using several examples from the Old and
New Testaments, such as the high priest Melchizedek,
honored for his wise work, or the Savior's discussion with
the rich ruler (Luke 18:18-27), Father Panagiotou
emphasized that the idea of serving in the Church as God’s
stewards, as those who receive the gift and turn it to God
and fellow men.

Next, Mrs. Maria Dumbriveanu, parishioner of St.
Mary’s Parish in Dacula, GA, presented the Ladies’
Auxiliary report prepared by the organization’s Committee.
This report lists several activities (meetings, spiritual
conferences, educational and charitable actions) that the



ladies of our parishes have been involved in the last two
years. Pompiliu Girlonta, president of ROYA (Romanian
Orthodox Youth of the Americas), presented his
association’s report, highlighting the beautiful achievements
of this organization, among which we note the participation
of five young people from the United States in the
anniversary event at Putna Monastery this summer. “Putna

- 150. Continuity of an ideal.”

The last presentation on the agenda belonged to Mrs.
Anca Daian, from the parish of the Ss. Joachim and Ana,
Seattle, WA. Mrs. Daian brought to the fore the Report of
the Religious Education Commission: the educational
activity in the Sunday Schools of the parishes on the West
Coast and the catechetical program for adults. In difficult
operating conditions and with limited resources, Sunday

Schools have carried out their work mostly online.

At the end, the Deanery Consistory was elected and
the designation of the host parish for the next Deanery
Assembly in 2023, the parish of the Holy Archangels
Michael and Gabriel, Torrance, CA, took place.

HE Metropolitan Nicolae expressed his gratitude to
Fr. Nicodim Bibart, the priests, delegates and the faithful of
the parish of the Elevation of the Holy Cross for their
participation and for the beautiful organization of this
event.

Rev. Deacon Valentin Despoiu,
Secretary of the Assembly

Aniversarea de 25 de ani a Bisericii Ortodoxe
Romane din Las Vegas

Aniversarea a 25 de ani de existentd a Bisericii
Ortodoxe Romine cu hramul Sfintul Mare Mucenic
Gheorghe si Sfantul Cuvios Dimitrie cel Nou din Las
Vegas, NV a reprezentat un deosebit prilej de a primi
binecuvintarea Inaltpreasfintitului ~ Arhiepiscop si
Mitropolit Nicolae care ne-a onorat cu prezenta sa pentru a
doua oard in acest an.

Carmuitorul Bisericii Ortodoxe Romine a celor doud
Americi a fost intimpinat simbitd, 30 octombrie 2021,
conform traditiei stribune, cu péine si sare. A urmat sedinta
membrilor Consiliului Parohial in sala sociali a Bisericii,
unde au fost expuse situatii si s-au punctat solutii, cu
precidere pentru cresterea numdrului de membrii in cadrul
comunititii crestin- ortodoxe din Las Vegas. Referindu-se la
problemele generate de pandemie, IPS Nicolae a indemnat
la o pastoratie personala.

La intalnire si la predica de la sfarsitul Sf. Liturghii,
IPS Nicolae a punctat regula celor trei “T” sub egida cirora
ar trebui si functioneze orice comunitate de crestini.
Acestea sunt: Talentul, Timpul si Talantul (darul) prin care
noi ne pregitim sufletele pentru Impiritia Cerurilor. Astfel,
Mitropolitul Nicolae ne indeamni si diruim din Timpul
nostru comunititii Bisericii, si intoarcem Talentul pe care
ni l-a hirizit Dumnezeu citre parohie, printr-o mai
devotati implicare in activititile desfisurate in bisericd. De
asemenea, Talantul, referindu-ne aici la darul binesc citre
parohie care ar ajuta mult la buna desfisurare a misiunii
parohiei.

St. Liturghie a celei de-a 22-a Duminici dupi Rusalii
a fost sivarsitd de ips Mitropolit Nicolae alituri de
Pirintele Paroh Mihai Bilan. In cuvantul siu de i invititurd,
IPS Nicolae a talcuit Evanghelia zilei, Luca 16, 19- 31 care
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ne ridicd intrebdri si provociri legate de viata de dupi
moarte! Trecerea noastrd de aici are un sens, iar vesnicia de
dupd moarte nu este o poveste a Sf. Scripturi sau a Bisericii,
ci o realitate. Noi trebuie si implinim Cuvéntul lui
Dumnezeu pe pimint ca si ne cistigdm vesnicia.
Milostivirea fatd de cel in nevoie e un alt criteriu dupi care
vom fi judecati si se reflectd in parabola evangheliei acestei
duminici, pilda Bogatului nemilostiv si a siracului Lazir.

Cu ocazia aniversirii a 25 de ani de la intemeierea
parohiei, IPS Mitropolit Nicolae a acordat distinctia Crucea
Mitropolitand Americand Preacucernicului Preot Mihai
Bilan in semn de pretuire si recunostinti pentru toatd
lucrarea pastoral-misionard implinitd in Parohia Sfantului
Mare Mucenic Gheorghe si Sfantul Cuvios Dimitrie cel
Nou din Las Vegas, Nevada.

Dupi Sf. Liturghie, participantii au fost invitati in sala
sociald a Bisericii la o agapd friteasci traditional romaneascd
pregititi de dna Flori Constantin, presedinta AROLA,
impreund cu vrednicele credincioase si credinciosi din
parohie. Dupd rugiciunea de binecuvintare a bucatelor a
fost prezentat un scurt moment artistic deschis prin
intonarea celor doud imnuri nationale, ale Statelor Unite ale
Americii si al Romaniei.

La ceas aniversar au fost inminate distinctii si
certificate in semn de apreciere si recunoastere a celor 25 de
ani de existentd a Parohiei Ortodoxe Romine in Las Vegas,
atat din partea autorititilor de stat din Las Vegas, cit si din
partea Mitropoliei, intregii comunititi prin Mitropolitul
Nicolae: “Am gisit de cuviinti si consemnim a 25-a
aniversare a parohiei si si acordim aceasti diplomi de
merit, ctitorilor, slujitorilor si credinciosilor parohiei.”
Diploma a fost inménati presedintelui Consiliului Parohial
Panta Stanciu, vicepresedintelui Lia Roberts si parintelui

Mihai Bilan ca o mirturie a sirbidtoririi unui sfert de secol
de existenti.

De asemenea, o diploma si medalie omagiald a Anului
FPastoratiei roménilor din diaspora i-au fost oferite dnei Lia
Roberts, Consul onorific al Romaniei in Las Vegas, din
partea Pirintelui Patriarh Daniel pentru contributia
constantd la misiunea Mitropoliei in pistrarea credintei
ortodoxe si promovarea culturii crestine. La randu-i, dna
Lia Roberts a inmanat IPS Nicolae o placi omagiald in
semn de multumire pentru sustinerea si sprijinul neobosit
pe care Mitropolia Ortodoxd Romani a celor doud Americi
le-a aritat Parohiei.

Au fost felicitati si au primit binecuvéntarea ierarhului
tinerii ROYA care au absolvit cu success cei 10 ani in cadrul
Scolii duminicale: Nicole Bratu, Daniel Rotaru si David
Dorobantu.

Decernirile au fost incheiate prin muzici si poezie,
astfel ci cei aproape 150 de participanti au fost delectati de
gratioasele interpretiri la pian ale lui Nicole Bratu, Amelie
Cacuci, Matthew Cacuci. Au fost recitate versuri patriotice
de citre copiii ROYA: Dominic, David, Cristi, Alexis,
Jonchris, Cristina, Alexandru. Prin cavalul Bidiei — Ion
Petrinca am ficut o cilitorie pe plaiurile transilvinene si
mai apoi ne-am minunat de aparitia violinstului Ivo Gradev
aldturi de micutul student Paul Gliga si viorita lui.

Se cuvine si aducem slava lui Dumnezeu pentru toate!

Pr. Mihai Bilan
Editor: Elena-Mihaela Gliga

Hram la Manastirea Sfantul Cuvios Dimitrie cel

Nou, Middletown, NY

Ministirea Sfantul Cuvios Dimitrie cel Nou din
Middletown, NY si-a priznuit ocrotitorul in data de 23
octombrie. Bucuria sirbitorii a fost inmultitd deoarece, cu
ocazia priznuirii hramului, Ieoana ficitoare de minuni a
Maicii Domnului din Kursk a vizitat ministirea. Aceasta a
fost adusd, cu binecuvintarea Inaltpreasfintitului Ilarion,
Intaiul Terarh al Bisericii Ortodoxe Ruse din Afara Rusiei,
de Preasfintitul Nicholas de Manhattan, Episcop Vicar al
Eparhiei Americii de Est, care a si slujit Stanta Liturghie
alituri de Inaltpreasﬁnt1tu1 Pirinte Mitropolit Nicolae.
Slujba a fost una bogati, frumoasi, la care, pe lingd un
numir mare de credinciosi romani din statele New York,
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut si Virginia, au
participat si noud preoti si un diacon. Desi ziua se anunta a
fi daci nu ploioasd, cel putin innoratd, odati cu venirea
Icoanei Maicii Domnului a iesit soarele, ceea ce desigur, nu
a fost o coincidenti.

In cuvantul de invitituri, Inaltpreasfintitul Pirinte

Mitropolit Nicolae, dupi ce a vorbit pe scurt despre viata
Sfantului Dimitrie cel Nou, a zis:
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Lun crestin necunoscut s-a dovedit a fi un sfant ficitor
de minuni, aducitor de timiduire. A implinit chemarea
Mantuitorului: ,Oricine voieste si vind dupd Mine sd se lepede
de sine, sd-si ia crucea si sa-Mi urmeze Mie. Cdci cine va voi sd-
st scape sufletul il va pierde, iar cine isi va pierde sufletul Sau
pentru Mine si pentru Evanghelie, acela il va scapa. Cici ce-i
foloseste omului si castige lumea intreagd, dacd-si pierde
sufletul? Sau ce ar putea si dea omul, in schimb, pentru sufletul
sau?” (Marcu 8, 34-37). Aceste cuvinte trebuie si fie un
indemn permanent la reflectie pentru noi care ne numim
crestini. ,Cici ce-i foloseste omului si cistige lumea
intreagd, dacd-si pierde sufletul?” De un an si jumitate, cred
cd am inceput toti si ne intrebim oare ce ne foloseste ci
suntem pe acest pimant bogat, daci suntem in pericol si ne
pierdem sufletul. Rispunsul trebuie si il gisim fiecare. Nu e
un rispuns general, pentru intreaga societate, pentru toti
crestinii prezenti in biserici. Rispunsul este unul personal.
Fiecare trebuie si rispundem daci pretuim mai mult
sufletul sau mai mult lumea. Sfantul Dimitrie cel Nou ne
aratd ci o viatd simpld, necunoscuti i-a adus vesnicia. O
viatd pe care i-a ddruit-o lui Dumnezeu i-a adus vesnicia si



cinstirea de citre generatii si generatii de crestini. Dacd am
lua aminte la aceste cuvinte si ne-am stridui si aflim
rispuns, cu siguranti vom avea o impicare sufleteascd si
vom gisi rispunsuri la toate intrebirile celelalte: Unde
merge lumea? Ce se intdmpld cu noi, cu familiile noastre?
Nu vom gisi raspuns la aceste intrebiri, dacd nu gisim intai
rispuns la prima: Pretuim mai mult sufletul sau mai mult
lumea? Aceasta este prima intrebare si cea mai importantd
intrebare pe care crestinul trebuie si si-o pund.”

La sfarsitul slujbei, Preasfintitul Nicholas de
Manhattan a vorbit despre istoria si minunile Icoanei Maicii
Domnului din Kursk. Preasfintia Sa a ficut referire:

,In 1898 niste anarhisti au incercat si distrugd Icoana.
Ei au pus o bombi in catedrali, sub suportul Icoanei. Iar la
2 dimineata, vietuitorii mandstirii au auzit explozia. Cand
au venit la catedrald, desi era totul distrus, Icoana era perfect
intactd. Din nou un adevirat miracol. Anarhistii au Incercat
s distrugd Icoana, si indbuse credinta ortodoxd, dar nu au
putut vedea decit slava lui Dumnezeu si binecuvantarea Sa.
Peste mai multi ani, cind Icoana era in Germania,
cilitorind prin Europa in timpul celui de-al Doilea Rizboi
Mondial, Icoana era intr-o bisericd, preotul a vizut intr-un
colt un om in vérstd plangind si 1-a intrebat dacd vrea si se
spovedeascd. Birbatul i-a rispuns ci in 1898 el era doar un
copil si fiind insotit de prietenii lui, au avut o idee de a face
un riu, distrugand Icoana din Kursk. Asa ¢ au pus o bombi
in biserica unde se afla Icoana. Lui i-a fost frici, dar era si
slab in credintd si si-a zis in sinea sa ci daci Dumnezeu
existd, El va proteja Icoana. Asa cd dupi explozie, cind s-a
aflat ci Icoana a rimas intactd si la fel de frumoasi ca
intotdeauna, tinidrul bdiat L-a acceptat cu adevirat pe
Dumnezeu, s-a intirit in credinti si multi ani mai tarziu, in
Germania, el a putut si vind inaintea Icoanei si si ceard
iertare. Si sunt sigur c¢i Maica Domnului cea iubitoare 1-a
iertat. Cu adevirat un alt miracol!

Sfantul Serafim de Sarov s-a rugat in fata Icoanei. Asa
si noi ne rugdm azi Inaintea ei. 700 de ani de lacrimi si
pociintd, lacrimi de bucurie, de suferintd, iar minunea este
azi cu noi pentru a ne ajuta, pentru a pune lacrimile noastre
inaintea ei.

Azi in tirile noastre de la care am primit si multe
binecuvintiri, sunt timpuri problematice. Tinerii sunt
confuzi, credinta e cilcatd in picioare. Dar Maica Domnului
a venit azi aici si ne aminteasci faptul ci nu suntem singuri,

suntem crestini ortodocsi iar minunile care au mai avut loc,
se pot intampla si azi in vietile noastre. Am mentionat ci
icoana a fost despicatd in doud, apoi cele doud parti s-au lipit
singure la loc. Si noi suntem departe de Bisericd, avem
multe ispite, dar putem si ne intoarcem inapoi si si avem
aceastd unire cu Hristos, unitate cu Biserica. Asta ne aduce
Sfanta Icoand. Aceastd Icoand ne ciliuzeste spre Hristos.
Rugiciunile noastre sunt ascultate daci le facem cu inimi
sincere si minti curate. Si asa cum Icoana nu a fost distrusi
niciodatd, nimeni nu poate distruge viata noastrd
duhovniceasci. Asa cum Icoana cilitoreste in toatd lumea,
asa si rugiciunile noastre la Maica Domnului sunt duse la
Fiul ei, Domnul nostru Iisus Hristos. Ce minune, ce
binecuvantare, ce bucurie!”

Preasfintitul Nicholas a adus daruri. Pentru obstea
ministirii, a adus o icoana cu toti noi sfinti martiri rusi ai
secolului XX, pentru Inaltpreasfintitul Pirinte Nicolae o
icoana pictatd in Rusia cu sfantul protector, Nicolae, iar
pentru toti credinciosii prezenti copii ale Icoanei Maicii
Domnului din Kursk, pe care le-a inménat personal la
sfarsitul ~ slujbei. Vietuitorii mindstirii au déruit
Inaltpreasfintitului  Pirinte Mitropolit Nicolae si
Preasfintitului Nicholas de Manhattan cite o icoani pictatd
in Romania cu Maica Domnului, Dulcea sirutare.

Ca de fiecare dati, nici cei trecuti la Domnul nu au fost
uitati, fiind pomeniti printr-o slujbi de parastas.
Sirbitoarea s-a incheiat cu o agapd friteascd, diruitd de
credinciosi devotati mindstirii. In timpul agapei, a avut loc
sl un scurt program artistic sustinut de Ana Constantin
(vioara), loana Geba (pian electric), tinerii din ROYA si
cantireti bisericesti de la parohiile roménesti din New York
si New Jersey.

Multumim tuturor care au contribuit cu donatii, cu
sudoare si cu rugiciuni la buna desfisurare a acestui hram si
la pregitirea si infrumusetarea mindstirii pentru a putea fi
casi pentru citeva ore Maicii Domnului. Maica Domnului
a ldsat in urma ei o bund-mireasmi care a umplut sufletele
(st ochii de lacrimi) credinciosilor, biserica si ministirea.

A fost o sirbitoare pan-ortodoxd in deplin duh de
fritietate si impreuni-slujire in Biserica lui Hristos, asa cum
a observat la sfarsit al nostru Pirinte Mitropolit Nicolae.

Slava lui Dummezeu pentru toate!

Protosinghel Ieremia
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Urmand Steaua ce Sus Rasare

Asemeni magilor ce urmau steaua citre Betheleem,
credinciosii din Episcopia Ortodoxd Romani a Canadei au
parcurs un intdritor urcus duhovnicesc. In perioada 14
noiembrie - 12 decembrie 2021 au participat in numir mare
la o serie de conferinte duhovnicesti in perioada Postului
Nasterii Domnului, intitulate ,8i Cuvantul Trup s-a_ficut.”
Conferintele au fost fost organizate prin intermediul
platformei Zoom si au fost preluate de citre Trinitas TV,
Doxologia, Ortodoxia Tinerilor.

Preasfintitul Pirinte Ioan Casian a invitat personalitati
bisericesti din Romdnia, precum si din diaspora pentru a
transmite cuvdnt si invitituri duhovnicesti in perioada
Postului Nasterii Domnului.

wPostul este o perioadd speciald, de rugdciune, de pregatire
duhovniceascd, de efort pe care noi il facem pentru imbundtdtirea
vietii noastre dubovnicesti. Postul Criciunului este unul dintre
posturile mari, importante, o perioadd liturgicd care ne
pregdteste pentru marea sirbdtoare a Nagterii Domnului. Seria
de conferinte din perioada Postului Nasterii Domnului am
numit-o0 ,81 Cuvintul Trup s-a fdmz‘” pentru ca de fapz‘ aceasta
este tema esentiald a sarbdtorii §i a postului, adica apropierea,
z‘n,z‘e/egerea, pregdtirea pem‘m marele moment in care puz‘em sd
contemplam intruparea Mantuitorului nostru Iisus Hristos. Asa
cum wveti vedea, temele sunt wariate, dar ele incearci si
surprinda din diferite puncte de vedere acest drum duhovnicesc
al nostru in Bisericd in perioada Postului Nagterii Domnului,”
a precizat ierarhul nostru in cuvintul de deschidere al
conferintelor Postului Nasterii Domnului.

Invitatul conferintei de duminicd de 14 noiembrie
2021 a fost Preasfintitul Pirinte Siluan, Episcopul Ortodox

Roman al Ungariei, care a conferentiat: Postul, rugiciunea,
Spovedania si Sfinta Impartisanie, mijloace de sporire
duhovniceascd a crestinului.

Tn duminica JIntrarii in Bisericd a Macii Domnului,” (21
noiembrie), Prof. Dr. Adriana Bara a vorbit despre Maica
Dommului si Nagterea Domnului — repere iconografice.

Bucurie mare ne-a ficut revederea cu Inaltpreasfintitul
Pirinte Laurentiu, Arhiepiscopul Sibiului si Mitropolitul
Ardealului, care a prezentat, duminici 28 noiembrie,
conferinta: Importanta postului in wviata Bisericii §i
credinciosilor.

Duminici 5 decembrie, Pr. Protosinghel Dionisie
Ignat a sustinut prelegerea: Hristos se naste, slaviti-L! Hristos
din ceruri, intdmpinati-L! Hristos pe pamant, indltati-va!
Seria de conferinte duhovnicesti a fost incheiati de citre
Preasfintitul Pirinte Sofian Brasoveanul, Episcop Vicar al
Arhiepiscopiei Ortodoxe Roméne a Germaniei, Austriei si
Luxemburgului, care prezentat conferinta: Romdn ortodox in
diaspora in fata Nasterii Domnului.

In ciuda distantelor si restrictiilor sanitare, conferintele
duhovnicesti din perioada Postului Nasterii Domnului,
organizate de citre Episcopia Ortodoxd Romani a Canadei,
s-au bucurat de participarea a numerosi credinciosi romani
din Canada, Rominia, dar si din alte colturi ale lumii.

Carmen Ognean
Windsor, ON Canada

Pledoarie pentru educatie - cheia pentru
mentinerea tinerei generatii in Biserica

Bunica mea, tirancd simpld, spunea mereu: "Nu tu
educatie, nu tu lumind...”

Sunt ani buni de cAnd ma bucur si fiu cu ei i printre
ei, tinerii din parohia noastri si tinerii Episcopiei Ortodoxe
Romine a Canadei. In acesti ani i-am vdzut imbobocind si
crescind in si langd Biserica lui Hristos. I-am vizut
nuntindu-se, bucurindu-se de viatd insd, pe multi nu-i mai
vid. i aceasta doare!

Munca pentru formarea unor suflete, a unui crestin
autentic, a unui preot capabil si inteleagd dinamica celor
asemenea lui, niscuti si trditi in afara Romaniei, munca de
educatie presupune efort sustinut, adinci investitie in om -
capitalul de pret - care, daci nu dospeste, maine, pentru
comunititile departe de Acasd, nu mai este. Nevoia de a
investi timp, de a crea cadru si institutii, parghii si
modalititi este reald. Prin proiectele pe care le initiem la
nivel de eparhie (Education Canada), investim timp, efort si
dragoste pentru formarea unor generatii care, nidajduim, va
rodi crestini si preoti capabili si perseverenti, inzestrati cu
cunostinte si cu har si ducid Ortodoxia roméneasci de aici
din diaspora cit mai departe. Avem insi nevoie de un
forum, un cadru institutionalizat care si ghideze aceste
initiative.
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Cred in educatie si nu in scolarizare. Cred in formarea
omului capabil s triiasci plenar Ortodoxia in contextul
marii familii a comunititii dreptmiritoare. Intr-un frumos
cuvind de invitituri adresat tinerilor, la finele anului trecut,
Preasfintia Sa, Pirintele Toan Casian, Episcopul Ortodox
Roman al Canadei spunea: ”Lumea in care triim este mult
incercatd dar, unifi in rugdciune vom simti cd apartinem unei
Biserici vii §i lucrdtoare, devenind lumindtori in lume, mai ales
in aceste vremuri tulburi. Bucuria de a fi prezenti si activi in
biserici va ajuta ca gemerafia voastrd sd descopere §i sd
mdrturiseascd identitatea noastrd culturald, orfodoxd si
romaneascd. Invataturile Bisericii si comorile de gandire
pdstrate de la Sfintii Pirinti vd ajutd s depdsiti orice greutate
aparent insurmontabild, vd aratd cd nu sunteti si nu suntem
singuri sau izolati, ci mereu paziti de Hristos. De aceea vi
indemn sa-L iubiti si sa-L simtiti aproape pe Hristos ca pe un
[frate, prieten si pdrinte si astfel veti avea lumea toatd lingd
voil”

Educatia nu inseamni si ardti adresa unei scoli
teologice cu codul ei postal. Fird cadru, fard formi, nu existd
fond. Desigur, suntem incurajati cu slogane de genul ,mergi
mai departe” dar, nevoia reald a integririi si formirii unor
preoti pregititi, din parohiile noastre, care si pistoreasci si



si ducd corabia parohiei cit mai aproape de lumina lui
Hristos, este o prioritate. Dacid astizi nu sidim, maiine nu
vom avea ce si culegem. Titu Maiorescu spunea: "Scopu/
educatiei este nimicirea mdrginirii egoiste a individului i
supunerea lui la ratiunea lucrurilor. ”

Educatia teologici si formarea catehetilor si preotilor
este o nevoie primordiald pentru diaspora. Educatia

inseamnd lumind. Lumina lui Hristos ddruiti-o tuturor!

Cuvant de felicitare Parintelui Profesor

Theodor Damian

Ne bucurim si adresim un cuvint de felicitare
Pirintelui Profesor Theodor Damian cu ocazia implinirii
varstei de 70 de ani. Este un moment aniversar cu totul
deosebit, nu numai cel al implinirii unei cifre alese a varstet,
ci si al implinirii unei misiuni ca preot si scriitor.

Aceastd aniversare este un prilej de multumire citre
Bunul Dumnezeu pentru toate darurile revirsate asupra
Pirintelui Theodor: darul vietii, darul chemarii la slujirea
preoteascd, darul cintirii si al predicirii cuvantului lui
Dumnezeu, darul scrisului, darul talcuirii citre altii, de la
catedrd, a tainelor vietii. Numai enumerind aceste daruri

intelegem multimea binecuvéntidrilor pogorite asupra
Pirintelui Theodor si a responsabilititilor ce i-au revenit.
Toate aceste daruri le-a inmultit dupd modelul slujitorul
harnic si intelept din Parabola talantilor (Matei 25, 14-30).
Preot, poet, publicist, critic literar, profesor universitar
(la Metropolitan College of New York), editor al revistei
Lumind lind. Gracious Light, presedinte fondator al
Institutului Roman de Teologie si Spiritualitate Ortodoxi si
al Cenaclului literar ,M. Eminescu” din New York, preot
paroh al Bisericii ,Sf. Apostoli Petru si Pavel” din Astoria,
NY, Pirintele Theodor a imbinat slujirea Bisericii cu cea a
culturii, slujirea la sfantul altar cu cea la catedrd, dedicandu-
si timpul si energia rispandirii educatiei crestine. Prin
cantare si cuvint, prin conferinte si lucriri de teologie,
Pirintele Theodor a cultivat cu prisosintd darurile si le-a

inmultit. Ele au rodit in sufletele
pistoritilor sii, dar si ale cititorilor
versurilor sale. Pregitirea teologici
deosebitd i-a permis si descopere
citre cei trecitori prin aceastd lume
tainele cele vesnice ale Impiritiei
lui Dumnezeu. Si prin aceasta si fie
ecoul chemirii citre vesnicie a lui
Dumnezeu Insusi.

Il felicitim pe Pirintele
Theodor la aceastd aniversare si ii
dorim mai departe sinitate, pace,
bucurii §i aceeasi rdvni sfantd
pentru Biserica lui Hristos. Ii
dorim si se bucure impreuni cu cei
dragi de ani lungi si buni cu
binecuvantarea lui Dumnezeu!

La Multi Ani!

+ Mitropolitul Nicolae
al Mitropoliei Ortodoxe Romane
a celor doua Americi

Carmen Ognean
Windsor, ON Canada

i
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ROYA Congress

On November 19, 2021, young people from ROYA
(Romanian Orthodox Youth of the Americas) had the
opportunity to meet at The Protection of the Mother of
God Romanian Orthodox Monastery in Allegan, MI.
Those from Canada met at Holy Cross and St. Ephraim
the New Monastery in Mono, ON. The guest was V. Rev.
Protosyngellos Hrisostom Ciuciu, from the Putna
Monastery, together with His Eminence Metropolitan
Nicolae and His Grace Bishop loan Casian. The young
people of ROYA spent days full of peace and wisdom, to
which was added a natural setting and a tranquility that is
hard to find nowadays.

The ROYA Congress was held on Saturday when the
young people had the joy of being in direct and open
discussion with Fr. Hrisostom, HE Nicolae and, in a zoom,
with HG Ioan Casian and the ROYA members from
Canada. The first part of the conference focused on the
identity of young Romanian-Americans. It is no secret that
many young Romanians in the United States participate in
ROYA events to experience a connection with their mother
country. Many young people, whose families have been here
for several generations, no longer have a very close
connection with the Orthodox Church and Romania and
are looking for their identity.

In the second part of the Congress, ROYA board
members presented annual reports, which discussed ways to
improve ROYA activities, more visible presence in parishes,
and encourage young people to participate in various
ROYA activities. A free discussion ensued, with young
people being encouraged to ask the guests various questions.

The Divine Liturgy was celebrated on Sunday
morning, with ROYA members of all ages sharing
moments of prayer and reflection on the Feast of the
Entrance of the Mother of God into the Temple
(Vovidenia) and the Sunday Gospel of the rich man whose
land bore fruit (Luke 10: 38-42) under the guidance of HE
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Metropolitan Nicolae. In the afternoon, the young people
enjoyed the natural setting of The Protection of the Mother
of God Monastery, having a football match together with
the volunteers and their children.

On the last night of the Congress, the young people
from Allegan made an analysis of the film Tenet, discussing
with Fr. Hrisostom about its message and how it can be
translated and applied in Orthodox life. Attention has been
drawn to the idea of the “temporal pincer movement” and
to the fact that in our Christian life we know that we have
a past and a future. Even the future we know from the
Church’s teaching and tradition. All that remains is the
present, that is, the present moment, which we should live
at its fullest with the thought of gratitude to God, according
to the words of St. John Chrysostom.

The ROYA Board would like to thank all those
involved in organizing and participating in the Congress
and, of course, our guests: HE Metropolitan Nicolae and
HG Bishop Ioan Casian who agreed to spend valuable time
with us, answering questions from young people and
offering advice; V. Rev. Protosyngellos Hrisostom, who
spent hours with us and made us feel loved, like a father’s
children. We thank all the volunteers who worked hard at
Allegan and Mono, providing meals and accommodation
for a total of 45 young people.

Glory to God for all things!
Matei Tuca,

ROYA Representative,
Saint Mary Romanian Orthodox Mission, Cedar Park, TX



ROYA Carols Camp, December, 2021
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PASTORAL LETTER
AT THE FEAST OF THE LORD’S NATIVITY, 2021
+IOAN CASIAN

by the mercies of God,
Bishop of the Romanian Orthodox Diocese of Canada

To our beloved clergy and Orthodox Christians,
peace and joy from Christ the Lord,
and from us, hierarchical Blessings.

“But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son,
born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were
under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.”

(Galatians 4, 4-5)

Most Reverend Fathers,
Beloved Faithful,

Here we are at the great feast of the Nativity of our
Lord Jesus Christ in the manger of Bethlehem, as the
prophecy says: “And you, Bethlehem, House of Ephrathah,
though you are fewest in number among the thousands of
Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to me the One to be
the ruler of Israel. His goings forth were from the beginning,
even from everlasting” (Micah 5: 1). The promise of the
coming of the Redeemer of humanity, which the chosen
people had been waiting for a long time, is fulfilled. The
long awaiting expectation in faithfulness comes to fruition.
The grace of God’s appearing in the flesh replaces the
visions and signs of the Old Testament period.

Why is the Feast of the Nativity of Jesus Christ so
important?

The answer is found in the icos of the Feast:
“Bethlehem has opened Eden, come, let us see; We have
found the mysterious delight inside the cave; come, let us
behold Paradise. There, the unwatered root appeared,
dawning forgiveness; there, the undug well from which
David had longed to drink of, has been found; there the
Virgin, giving birth to the Child, quickly quenched the thirst
of Adam and David. Let us go to Bethlehem, where a young
Child was born, God from everlasting.” The birth of Jesus
Christ is the event in which the foundation of our path to
heaven, to the kingdom of heaven is laid. Christ is the new
Adam whose restored and transfigured humanity is filled
with the divine gifts of the Holy Spirit. Christ, as the new
Adam, restores our human nature in the image and likeness
of God. The first Adam and Eve, by disobedience to God’s
command, at the suggestion of the devil, fell into sin,
turning away from God. Bethlehem is the event in which we
receive forgiveness. It is the moment when the disobedience
of the old Adam is abolished, and the medicine of our
healing is given to us in Christ. The Virgin Mary overcomes
the weakness of the human nature through perfect obedience
and fulfillment of God’s will when she utters the words:
“Behold the handmaid of the Lord! Be unto me according to
your word!” (Luke 1: 38).

The cave of Bethlehem is the fountain of God’s grace
and blessing from which springs the living water, which is
the divine work of our redemption and restoration.
Bethlehem is the time when God enters His creation to unite
it with Himself and to re-establish the intimate connection
between man’s effort and the power of divine grace for the
cleansing of passions and sin. It is the moment when the
existential, ontological, unfulfilled thirst for the full
communion with God, resulting from man’s falling away
from Him through disobedience, is quenched by the union
of the Son of God with human nature in the incarnation.

Bethlehem is the moment when we contemplate in our
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midst the presence of eternity, born in time beyond
understanding. In the event of Bethlehem, we glimpse the
premises of our salvation. In the Infant Jesus, born in the
manger of Bethlehem, we already see, through repentance,
the Paradise and the kingdom of heaven present, according
to the words of the Holy Prophet John the Baptist: “Repent,
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” (Matthew 3:2).

Why could only the Son of God accomplish this
work?

“The reason (for the incarnation) - says Saint
Athanasius the Great - was that it was not possible for
anyone else to turn the corruptible into the incorruptible
except the Savior, who made all that is in the beginning.
Also, it was not possible for anyone else to restore man's life
in the image of God other than the image of the Father
(Christ). And it was not possible for anyone else to make,
through resurrection, the mortal one immortal, but the One
who was the Life, that is, our Lord Jesus Christ. And no one
was able to teach about the Father and annihilate the
superstition of idols except the Ruler who created fverything
and is the only-Begotten true Son of the Father.”

So, what did St. Athanasius the Great mean by the
reversal of this tendency of man from corruption to
incorruptibility? First, man needed to be restored in the
image and likeness of God as he had been in paradise. The
fall of man had affected his nature and spiritual growth so
much that he alone could no longer reverse the tendency
toward corruption and control the passions that had
penetrated in him and altered his life. Through disobedience
fear enters man, and he starts hiding from God’s face.2
Through sin, man drifts away from God and loses the
immediate and direct contemplation of Him. Through sin,
death becomes a daily reality of human life. Death was the
end of a hard-working, arduous life.

To be able to heal and restore all of these, it was
necessary someone who, not having in himself all these
weaknesses and consequences of sin, to appropriate, heal
and transfigure them, bringing man back to his initial natural
state designed by God from eternity. This work could only
be accomplished by God Himself through His Son. If God
created the world and man through His Son, it was only
natural that their restoration should be done in the same way
through the Son, for He is the Architect of creation and the
One who knows it best. The Son of God knew the Father
best and could restore man’s knowledge to its authenticity:
“All things have been given to Me by My Father, and no one
knows the Son except the Father. Nor does anyone know the
Father except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to
reveal Him” (Matthew 11:27). He could restore man’s life
because He was the Life itself: “/ am the Way, the Truth, and
the Life” (John 14:6). Who could speak better of the Father
than the Son who is united with Him? “I and My Father are
one” (John 10:30). Jesus is the image of the Father after



which we humans were created. He taught us the divine
things He who dwelt among us but never left the heavens
and the communion of the Holy Trinity. Truly we can say
that God, descending among us and in us united heaven and
earth. The spiritual distance between man, the world, and
God has been suppressed in the Person of the Savior Christ
by the Incarnation at the Creator’s initiative.

Through the Incarnation, the Son of God takes human
nature from the Virgin Mary and makes it His own, thus
restoring man according to God’s plan. To live the moment
of Bethlehem as a spiritual event means to be lifted again to
the height of face-to-face contemplation of God and union
with Him in the image of Edenic life. The Magi who found
Him in the manger of Bethlehem met in the Infant Jesus the
Son of God Himself.

The life of the believer is a journey from the
Incarnation to the Resurrection. It is a path from the
incarnation in the personal life of the divine virtues to the
spiritual resurrection in the earthly life that will be
completed in the final resurrection of all. Then, the
Incarnation will also see its fulfillment accomplished, that
is, the nature of man united and working mysteriously with
the grace of the Holy Spirit. Man begins this journey in the
Church through Baptism and through the other Holy
Sacraments and through faith he appropriates in his personal
life the new life in Christ. The gift of our redemption,
restoration, and salvation in Christ is a sign of God’s
generosity and love for us.

Beloved faithful,

For more than a year and a half, we’ve been through a
difficult period of pandemic which has affected and still
affects us both personally and as a community. To the fears
of a medical nature were added the consequences of
restrictions on the possibility to gather under God’s
protection in churches to pray and strengthen ourselves.
Loneliness, the fear of the other as a potential vector of
contamination with possible severe effects, especially for
the fragile, has become a recurring theme in public
discourse and in our encounters. “Let us be attentive!” are
the words of the Divine Liturgy. Let us pay the necessary
attention, let us proceed with discernment, wisdom, and
prudence, but also with boldness, hope, and steadfast faith,
“for God is with us” (Great Compline).

We owe a debt of love and faith to God because
through them we remain in fellowship with Him and receive
the gift of redemption and salvation fulfilled in Christ. We
must also be careful with our own lives, our physical health,
and the health of others. They are God’s gifts entrusted to us,
so we are responsible for them and for seeking guidance and
counsel in this regard.

First, we need to rebuild our brotherhood and
friendship. Christ became one of us. He became our brother
according to the human nature and called the apostles His
friends: “You are My friends if you do whatever I command
you” (John 15:14). By fulfilling the commandments of love
for God and neighbor, we rebuild our social and human
fabric in God’s spirit. Our words, gestures, our life in
general, will increasingly reflect the spiritual stature to
which man is called by God, that is, to be the image and
likeness of God.

The season of the Lord’s Nativity or Christmas is a
time of generosity and gratitude. “So, let s try to be like the
Magi! - says St. John Chrysostom. Let us free ourselves from

Note

the pagan customs, let us move far away from them, to see
Christ; for even the Magi would ngt have seen Him if they
had not departed from their land. > Let us detach ourselves
from our troubling and confusing past and follow like the
Magi the light that comes from the manger of Bethlehem of
our churches. They receive the Infant Jesus. “Lets run to the
Infant’s house! - St. John Chrysostom urges us further. May
our longing not be quenched even if kings, peoples, and
tyrants cut us off. That way, we can get all the obstacles out
of our way. "4 Let us seek the Church because there we will
find Christ the Lord, born in a poor manger.
Beloved Christians,

The year 2021 as a Homage year for the pastoral care
of Romanians abroad and a Commemorative year for those
fallen asleep in the Lord; the liturgical and cultural value of
cemeteries was a time of meditation on the past, of
understanding and action in the present, as well as a time of
thinking about the future. We have tried to be generous in
our diocesan and parish initiatives. We have tried to
understand and be inspired by the generosity of those who
preceded us and who founded many of our churches. All
were achieved through the spirit of sacrifice and diligence,
hard work and patience, boldness, hope, faith, humility, and
perseverance.

Let us be generous with our time as God has been with
us! Let us offer it to those in need. Let us be generous in
dedicating ourselves to the knowledge of God and to the
practice of almsgiving! Giving good advice, listening to
someone who is sad, suffering, or in trouble changes the
quality of our personal time in the spirit of love and
generosity. Let us dedicate our time to our children! Let us
teach them the basics of the first steps toward God! Let us
devote our time to the family as a source of life, human
wealth and hope! Let us devote it to the Church through
common prayer, almsgiving, and assistance during our
fraternal agape that strengthen our communion, taking
responsibility for Sunday schools that instruct our children
in the faith! Let us dedicate our time to the missionary work
and preaching the Gospel that can change the world and
bring us salvation! Let us devote our time to the fight against
hatred, envy, ignorance, and isolation so that the image and
likeness of God may shine brighter in each of us!

In this special year, dedicated to Romanians from
everywhere, I would like to thank the clergy, those in charge
at the diocesan and parish level, the Ladies’ Auxiliary
organization (AROLA), the youth organization (ROYA), to
the coordinators at the Education department and Sunday
schools, as well as to all the faithful for their effort,
dynamism and creativity, for their perseverance, dedication
and sense of responsibility!

On the feasts of the Lord’s Nativity, New Year, and the
Epiphany, I wish you all that “the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with your spirit. Amen!” (Philemon 1:25).

Merry Christmas! A Blessed New Year!

Your servant, brother and friend, fervently praying for
you and wishing you all good things,

1 10AN CASIAN

Saint-Hubert/Montreal 2021

1 St. Athanasius the Great. Treatise on the Incarnation of the Word. (trans., introductory study and notes by Prof. Dr. Dumitru Staniloae). EIBMO

Eublishing House: Bucharest 2010, pp. 169-170.
3 Genesis 3; 8, 10.

St. John Chrysostom. Homilies to Matthew (PSB 23). EIBMBOR Publishing House: Bucharest, 1994, p. 96.

Ihidem.
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